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�Letters

Save Education Sector from Big

Technology Companies
There are a lot of instances where disruptive technologies have sabotaged

traditional stakeholders. It has happened in the business of retail, in the

business of entertainment, in the business of agriculture, and many more. The

education sector is a big opportunity for the big technology companies to ex-
plore. The deep penetration of  internet and communication facilities in the

interior parts of  the country is an asset as well as a threat. It's an asset

because education and health can be reached too far and unexplored areas. It's
a threat as regulators are not prepared in advance for such technology based

products. Internet is anecessity as many government-sponsored social welfare

programs and benefits reach the people to whom it is supposed to reach. The
traditional education system is difficult to monitor remotely.

The Internet has helped schools, colleges, universities, and training insti-
tutes to conduct academics during the pandemic. The big technology companies

can see an opportunity to come up with educational products which the custom-

ers can buy and earn employability. There is no wrong with this. But the
concern is who will be those big technology companies. Whether it will be a

domestic company or whether it will be a foreign company with a deep pocket

that replicates the money-burning model in the education sector. The education
expenses are high and it's a green pasture for technology companies to explore.

There are already many educational institutions that are not approved by the

government agencies but produce employable products and hence acceptable to
the students. In such cases the students are customers where the training is the

processing part and output is employable products. Slowly the traditional pri-

vate educational system will shut down and the big technology companies might
rule the education sector without accountability. The education and health sec-

tor needs regulators to prepare themselves for such scenarios.

— Kumar Gaurav, Samastipur, Bihar

Building a strong and self-

reliant India (Aatmanirbhar

Bharat) is at the heart of

our global thinking. Local

resources, experiences

and knowledge should be

used for self-reliance.
Ram Nath Kovind

President, Bharat

Remarkable how our doc-

tors and scientists have

worked in quick time to

strengthen the global fight

against COVID-19. I appeal

to all those who are eligi-

ble to take the vaccine.

Together, let us make In-

dia COVID-19 free!
Narendra Modi

Prime Minister, India

Due to the strong capabili-

ties of the components sec-

tor, the automobile industry

in India has managed to

achieve about 70%

Swadeshi. I request compa-

nies that make vehicles and

components to use as many

domestic parts as possible.

I expect to use 100%

Swadeshi components.
Nitin Gadkari

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Minister, Bharat
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EDITORIAL

Accessibility of vaccine vs. Profiteering
Since the onset of the pandemic, efforts to manufacture corona vaccine started in India. Where there were

more than 200 efforts in the world, 20 of  them were in India only. More importantly, one of  these efforts, which
is purely indigenous, thrived, and a company called Bharat Biotech successfully produced a vaccine called Covax-
in, which also got emergency approval , and is being administered throughout the country along with yet another
made in India vaccine Covishield manufactured by Serum Institute of India.

We have to understand that rich countries around the world like USA, UK and some other countries of
Europe are being able to get their citizens vaccinated by buying vaccines from some multinational companies. But
despite the large population in India, the Corona vaccination has already been started, in which there is a plan to
provide vaccine to all at their respective turn. First of all, vaccines have been made available to frontline Corona
warriors, including health workers, police personnel and teachers and a large number of such people have already
been vaccinated. Despite all kinds of propaganda against the Indian vaccine, all these people are taking the
vaccine in big number. Since March 1, the process of  vaccination has been started for all people above 60 years
of  age and those above 45 years suffering from serious diseases. In this category, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and some other big leaders have already got their first dose of vaccine; and this has put the propaganda against
the Indian vaccine to rest.

It is true that in the first instance, the government made the bulk purchase of the vaccine from the compa-
nies the vaccination to the frontline Corona warriors was carried out free of  cost for the beneficiaries. Significant-
ly, in this year's budget, a provision of  Rs 35 thousand crore has also been made for the vaccination. But soon
after this phase, the government has decided to allow the private sector as well, to provide vaccines to a large
number of citizens to protect them from infection. However, the vaccine has been made available to the people at
a reasonable cost, and for that government has decided to cap the price of Corona vaccine. The total cost of
applying two doses of the vaccine has been kept at Rs 500, of which Rs 150 per dose will be the cost of the vaccine
and Rs 100 is the cost of applying each dose of the vaccine. This is probably the lowest vaccine price in the world.

India is a leading country in the field of  vaccine manufacturing. In the past too, various types of  vaccines
have been manufactured by different companies of India and made available to the world. But this specific
capability of India has been recognized more due to this global pandemic. This has happened because while large
multinational companies are seeking to make maximum profit on the basis of their vaccine manufacturing
capacity, India is not only providing vaccines to many poor and less resourceful countries of  the world and
carrying the message of  world fraternity. India has been receiving praise for this endeavour, but is also conveying
the message of  friendship in the world. In the media, it has been named ‘Vaccine Maitri’ (Friendship)

While the Indian government is trying to get the vaccine available to the public cheaply, there are many
people in the country who are criticizing the government, saying that the government is trying to discourage the
manufacture of vaccine in the country by keeping the vaccine and vaccine manufacture may withdraw or may
reduce production. However, the vaccine manufacturers have kept silence on this issue. But according to earlier
indications, vaccine companies were hoping to get a higher price for the vaccine. However, due to price cap on
vaccine, their hopes have definitely receded.

It is important to note that the efforts of  the pharmaceutical companies all over the world are to maximize
their profits by charging higher price from the customers. Corona vaccine manufacturers were also trying to sell their
vaccines at a higher price. But Government of India has decided to provide vaccines at reasonable prices to
relatively low-income countries around the world. As far as the price is concerned, it is true that it is less than the
price expected by the companies, but it is also true that one of the two manufacturing companies, namely Serum
Institute of  India has been selling this vaccine at $3 per dose under Covax facility,the scheme started by the World
Health Organization supported by Bill Melinda Gates Foundation’s supported organization 'Gavi' in which many of
the countries are already members. Therefore, the price of  Rs. 150 along with subsidy of  Rs. 50 by the government
is almost the same as that price. Therefore, the blame for giving lower price for the vaccine perhaps is not correct.

As far as investing in 'vaccine manufacturing' by the 'Serum Institute' and getting a reasonable return on that
investment is concerned, there is hardly any point in this argument, because the 'Bill Melinda Gates Foundation'
has already given $ 300 million for developing this vaccine. It has to be understood that the opportunities to earn
profit will continue to come if  humanity is saved. Therefore, the pharmaceutical companies will have to come
forward to first protect the humanity. Price cap on Corona vaccine by the Government of  India can be consid-
ered a commendable step to protect humanity all over the world.
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Twitter, Facebook and Democracy:

Imperative for competitive social media

Competition

among social

media platforms

will discipline them

more and looming

dangers to our

democracy and

unity and integrity

of the nation could

also be avoided

successfully.

Dr. Ashwani

Mahajan

In the wake of  farmers agitation in India, role of  microblogging platform

Twitter has become a centre of  controversies, especially due to hashtag trend-

ing like farmer genocide; mushrooming of  anti India twitter handles instigating

violence and promoting hatred against India and challenging integrity of India

and Twitter officials also retweeting some such tweets. Whereas, the government

has made its unhappiness clear to twitter on the same, citing that such develop-

ments are against the constitution of  India and has told Twitter firmly that noth-

ing less than suspension of these twitter handles is acceptable. At the same time,

attitude of  Twitter doesn’t seem to be of  compliance fully. Recent events have

raised serious questions about the role and attitude of social media giants with

regard to unity and integrity of  India, and issue is, whether these platforms be

allowed to have their way.

Twitter issue is one of  its kind, however, there is a history of  issues with

social media companies indulging in unethical and illegal acts.

Politicians have history of  using the social media platforms for their benefit.

Although, former US President Donald Trump was at loggerhead with Twitter

at the fag end of  his term, but through out his term as President and even before

that twitter was the most darling platform for him. He was also known for

having used other social media platforms to carry his political agenda forward.

Sometime back revelation came that that Cambridge Analytica company worked

in the election campaign of  Trump based on Facebook data of  8.7 million US

people and this company played an important role in Trump's victory. Cam-

bridge Analytica has also been in news for all wrong reasons earlier as well, when

it was caught red handed while using Facebook data of Indians to ignite social

disharmony in India for the political advantage of  some political parties. Though,

Mark Zuckerberg has apologised for the breach of data of Facebook users and

CIOVER STORCIOVER STORCIOVER STORCIOVER STORCIOVER STORYYYYY
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Facebook earned lot of bad name

on that count, which even impact-

ed its market valuation on that

count. Every now and then we hear

breach, leak or unethical sale of

data by one or the other platform.

The website of the Cambridge An-

alytica has also claimed that the

company worked for the winning

party in the Bihar elections in the

2010 elections.

Though, role of social media

companies has always been seen

with suspicion, recently concluded

presidential elections have brought

Twitter into a major controversy,

when President Donald Trump

received constant shocks from

Twitter. Twitter’s comments over

Trump’s tweets played a major role

in creating doubts in the minds of

US voters. Twitter company has

been marred with severe contro-

versies as President Donald

Trump's Twitter account was sus-

pended following violent demon-

strations in the United States.

Given the fact that these so-

cial media companies have a huge

customer base and thus command

a greater control over private in-

formations of  their customers,

apart from their capability to fur-

ther mine huge amount of data

using different logarithms; they can

influence society and polity in dif-

ferent ways by impacting social and

political narratives. If  these plat-

forms are allowed to have their

way, our social fabric and demo-

cratic system may be seriously en-

dangered. There may be a merit in

suspending/ blocking Trump’s

Twitter account, however, same

merit should have been reflected

in the acts of twitter, when they

turned their face to other side on

tweets by yet another head of the

state, legitimising and instigating

violence by a particular religious

group.

Unyielding Powers

Facebook with 33.6 crore ac-

counts, it’s associate WhatsApp

with 40 crore subscribers base,

twitter with 7 crore Indian and 33

crore global users, are in a posi-

tion to tweak social and political

opinions, if they wish, the way they

desire. This huge unyielding pow-

er makes them invincible. Though

most of  the popular services of

Social Media players like Face-

book, WhatsApp, Instagram, Twit-

ter, Linkedin etc. are available for

free, their business model is such

that they use their large database

to enhance their income. Google

and Facebook have become larg-

est revenue earning companies

from advertising. Twitter too is

earning huge revenue from adver-

tising.

Social media has developed in

recent times and law to deal with

the same, still has to take shape. Till

such time, laws get enacted, social

media platforms may continue to

endanger our social fabric or even

our hard earned democracy. Since

long time it was being noticed that

Chinese apps were promoting il-

legal, unethical and anti social con-

tents on their platforms, however,

it took long time for the govern-

ment to lawfully ban them.

Competition is the way for-

ward

It seems that the monopoly

over social media by few plat-

forms is making them think that

since they don’t have competition,

they can have their way. We

shouldn’t forget that developing

these platforms is no rocket sci-

ence. Already, some alternatives to

twitter, like Koo and tooter have

emerged. For WhatsApp, plat-

forms like Signal, Sandesh and

Telegram are also becoming pop-

ular. Even before banning Chinese

apps, many of Indian apps had

emerged on the scene. However,

after ban on Chinese apps, their

business has increased manifold.

It’s important to note that China

doesn’t allow Facebook, What-

sApp or even Twitter. They have

their own alternative platforms.

In the present circumstances,

looking at the popularity of these

platforms and the consumer satis-

faction derived from them, imme-

diate ban on these platforms

doesn’t seem to be a plausible so-

lution, but they may be made to

follow the law of the land. How-

ever, present controversy may

prove to be boon if we try and

develop our own Indian plat-

forms, which will not only curb

monopolies of international giants

in social media, will also help save

billions of dollars of foreign ex-

change. Competition among social

media platforms will discipline

them more and looming dangers

to our democracy and unity and

integrity of the nation could also

be avoided successfully.        qq

Role of social media

companies has

always been seen

with suspicion,

recently concluded

presidential elections

have brought Twitter

into a major

controversy ...
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Quality Education and Innovativeness Key
to Self-Reliance

HEIs must raise

their capabilities

to collaborate

with industry,

government and

tertiary sector to

enable and help to

cope with change

and businesses

and other

organisations in

improving their

productivity.

Prof. Bhagwati

Prakash Sharma

&

Dr. Jaya Sharma

EDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared the intent of his government

to make India self-reliant as Atmanirbhar Bharat. It has also coincided with

the declaration of new education policy under the title of National Education

Policy 2020. Indeed the quality and innovativeness of  education is key to self-

reliance. Today India stands at 48th rank in global innovations index: we spend

mere 0.7% of  our GDP on R&D, vis a vis 4% by south Korea. Therefore South

Korea has 25% share in world ship building. Whereas India has less than 0.5%

share, inspite of being among top four nations in steel manufacturing and being

endowed with 6100 KMs of coastline. Indeed India is home to only assembly

lines largely devoid of  manufacturing. We have been thinking of  mere skilling to

provide manpower for the assembly lines. We have to think of  homegrown

technologies; of focusing upon skilling alone.

Under the flagship scheme of make in India of government most of the

domestic as well as foreign companies have been assembling then products rang-

ing from mobile phones to metro trains. India has to think of  “Made by India”

instead of  acting as surrogate mother for foreign MNCs. For this, India has to

enhance investment in education as well as R&D. the recently presented Union

Budget for 2021-22 has provided extremely low outlays on education as well as

R&D not well commensurate with the our long awaited goals (awaited since

decades) of providing 6% of our GDP on education and of 2 % of the GDP

on R&D.

Innovativeness Makes the Difference

India is home to 17.6% of global population with a highest share 20% of
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global youth and our 138 crore

headcount far exceeds over the

combined populations of 76 coun-

tries of the twin continents of

Europe and Latin America. Yet, the

country has mere 3% contribution

in world manufacturing
.

 With re-

spect of  high technology exports

India trails behind even Singapore

which is having 7.5 times of our

high-tech exports. While Singapore

has mere 0.02% of our area. Thus,

Singapore ranks 5th, China First

and India 22nd in high tech exports.

China, with almost the same share

of 18.4% in world population has

28.4% share in world manufactur-

ing and 30 times high-tech exports

than India. Hence quality and in-

novativeness in higher education

with focus on creating IP needs to

be given priority in India as well-

ing. A simple comparision of  the

patent filings considerably explains

this gap. China files around 15.42

lac patents per annum against just

50 thousand patent applications

being filed by our innovators. Ta-

ble 1 clearly brings out this differ-

ence well.

Presently, India ranks 48th on

the global innovations index (GII)

with a minor share of 1.6% in the

global patent fillings and a further

negligible share of 0.96% in indus-

trial design registration fillings. Our

initiatives in protecting country’s

vast treasure of geographical indi-

cations (GIs) and in developing

integrated circuits (ICs), the two

equally important intellectual prop-

erties (IPs), is even more dismal.

Our weakness of poor design en-

gineering is reflected in Table 2.

This problem of low innovative-

ness needs to be remedied by in-

voking quality and innovativeness

in education.

Quality Education and Pros-
perity

It would not be out of place

to mention that per capita income

of China in 1986 was 15-20% less

than India. Today Chinese per cap-

ita income is five times of our per

capita income. This can inter alia be

attributed to the quality and inno-

vativeness in higher education. Chi-

na has 144 universities finding place

in top 1000 universities in global

ranking against 21 to 24 of India.

China has 71 in top 500 universi-

ties, 22 in 200, 13 in 150 and 6 in

top 100. India did not have any in

top 150 and often up to 3 univer-

sities find place in top 200.

Nobel Tally: Israeli Miracle in

post-2000 Rankings

Nobel prizes won by the fac-

ulty members, scholars alumini and

other associates of a university is

also an acid test for the quality and

innovativeness. There are 100 plus

HEIs, world over having Nobel

laureates affiliated to them who

have won Nobels after 2000 in the

field of science. But, India doesn’t

have single university. An Israeli

university, Technion is among top

Table 1. Filings and Grant of Patents: India V/s IP giants

Country Applications filed Patents Average pendency Ratio of Patents Filling under

No. of Applications Granted weeks granted V/s filings PCT

Total 33 Lac 2.33 Lac

China 15.42 lac (46.4%) 4.32 lac 22.5 53,345 (21%) 28%

US 5.97 lac (18.1%) 3.07 lac - 56,142 (22.2%) 51.42%

S. Korea 2.09 lac (6.33%)      1.19 15.8 17,014 (6.72%) 57%

India 0.50 lac (1.6%)      0.13 52.0 2013 (0.8%) 26%
[Source: world Intellectual Property Indicators- 2019: world Intellectual Property organization]

Table 2. Industrial Design Counts in Registrations Force

Country Design counts Applied in the Country Design Registrations in Force

Number % Number %

Total 13,12,600 100 39,88,900 100

China 7,08,799 53.99 16,10,616 40.37

U S 47,137 3.59 3,36,116 8.42

S. Korea 68,054 5.18 3,44,560 8.63

India 12,632 0.96 86,288 2.16
[Source: world Intellectual Property Indicators- 2019: world Intellectual Property organization]

EducationEducationEducationEducationEducation
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ten universities of the world on the

basis of its Nobel tally after 2000

as per the list of the Times Higher

Education. Any Indian university

including the institutes of national

importance like IITs, IIITs, AIIMS

too have to open an account for a

single Nobel for research in science

in India after 1930, after C.V. Ra-

man.  There are 150 plus universi-

ties in the world, having 5 or more

Noble laureates affiliated with

them and 80 universities with 10

or more Nobel laureates.

HEIs to Build Self Reliant In-

dia

The higher educational insti-

tutions (HEIs) have to take a cue

to evolve fast to constitute a glo-

bal best education system to trans-

form India into a knowedge su-

perpower capable to build ‘Self

Reliant india’ i.e. Atma Nirbhar

Bharat. It is the ernest national re-

sponsibility of every HEI stake-

holder to redeem his or her debt

towards the motherland, to con-

tribute to build Atma Nirbhar

Bharat.

Self Reliance: Self-reliance

should not be misunderstood as

isolation from the world. Present-

ly, India export 7500 commodities

to 190 countries and imports

around 6000 commodities from

140 countries. But in the pre-Cov-

id period country had a trade def-

icit of $160 billion had to import

90% of its solar panel requirement

and 70% of  active pharmaceutical

ingredients and most of the origi-

nal equipments in the downstream

value chain to run the assembly

lines for producing majority the

self-reliance means the country

should products be able to meet

its import needs from export earn-

ing and should not be exclusively

dependent upon imports for most

of the downstream vale chains of

original equipments. The produc-

tion linked incentive scheme de-

clared last year is going to pollster

manufacturing in a dozen employ-

ment centric sectors.

HEIs to Pilot the Change:

it is no secret that the industry in

India largely runs ‘assembly lines’

or ‘formulation units’ based upon

imported original equipments or

active intermediates of  entire

downstream value chains. Assem-

bling and formulating as such do

not involve much of  the R&D.

Most of the mobile phones to

metro trains and from passbook

printers and ATM dispensers to

TV Sets and washing machines etc.

are being mostly assembled from

imported components. As stated

earlier almost 70% of active Phar-

ma ingredients (APIs) and 90% of

the solar panels being used are im-

ported from China.

Therefore, the higher educa-

tional institutions (HEIs) need to

assume pivotal role in rolling out

sunrise technologies, help the ail-

ing industry clusters numbering 400

plus suffering from technology

obsolescence. “HIEs have to en-

deavor” to collaborate with indus-

try, government and tertiary sectors

to enable and help them to cope

with the change and help business-

es along with various other orga-

nizations in improving their pro-

ductivity”. ‘University-Industry

Consortia’ can help to build a re-

search and innovations ecosystem

in the country. Productivity and

economic growth are largely driv-

en by innovations which rely on

research and human capital. High-

er education significantly contrib-

utes to the development of both.

Strategy for Turnaround

A strategic roadmap to re-

vamp the curricula and revisit the

thrust areas for research is the need

of  the hour. Curricula should cov-

er indepth on the technologies and

products, where India is experienc-

ing fast technological obsolescence

EducationEducationEducationEducationEducation

The higher educational

institutions (HEIs)

need to assume pivotal

role in rolling out

sunrise technologies,

help the ailing industry

clusters numbering

400 plus suffering

from technology

obsolescence.
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or is dependent upon external sup-

ply chains for want of appropri-

ate and affordable technologies.

Sunrise sectors and sunrise technol-

ogies too need to be focused in

the PG dissertations and doctoral

researches, which would rejuvenate

existing sectors and technologies or

offer new solutions to a host of

present day problems. To sum up,

there are four types of major chal-

lenges.

The first challenge is to find

replacement technologies for the

technologies phasing out. One such

example is that fossil fuel based

vehicles (petrol and diesel based

vehicles) would be phased out

2030. So, the petrol and diesel en-

gines comprising 2000 plus parts

and being manufactured by sever-

al thousand component manufac-

turers would become redundant,

as these engines would be replaced

by an electric drive comprising

mere 20 components. India is yet

to develop technology for the same.

Such examples are legion where the

HEIs have to focus for developing

replacement technologies.

Second challenge is of tech-

nological obsolescence in industries

especially MSME sector. A Large

number of MSME Clusters, rang-

ing from glass to ceramics and

from textiles and garments to

foundry products have been wit-

nessing closure of a number of

units due to technological obsoles-

cence.

Third challenge is to place the

country ahead in the sunrise sec-

tors, by developing homegrown

technologies for all sunrise sectors

like nanotechnology, molecular bi-

ology, artificial intelligence (includ-

ing machine learning based predic-

tive analyses), Block chain, IoT, 3D

printing, robotics, mechatronics

etc. Imported AI products for

crop yield prediction, medical di-

agnostics, therapeutics, self driven

cars, tourism, fine arts, perform-

ing arts, homeland security, boarder

security, defense & armaments and

so on are likely to flood the mar-

kets where India is yet to endeav-

our.

The fourth major challenge is

to minimize our external depen-

dence upon import of a large

number products and the original

equipments of the downstream

vale chains of the products being

assembled in the country. India is

fully dependent upon the import

of biomedical equipments, major-

ity of electronic items, computer

hardware as well as software prod-

ucts ranging from data analytics,

meeting platforms, computer op-

erating systems, GPS and so on.

China has developed its own op-

erating system to replace windows

(UOS) search engine (Baidu) GPS

(Beidu) and so on.

Therefore, all HEI stakehold-

ers have to change this belief that

industry has to lead in enhancing

innovativeness in the country. It is

the time when the HEI stakehold-

ers must sensitise themselves of the

needs of industry for homegrown

technologies to minimise our over-

dependence on imported original

equipments and active ingredients

in the downstream value chain in

manufacturing. HEIs must raise

their capabilities to collaborate with

industry, government and tertiary

sector to enable and help to cope

with change and businesses and

other organisations in improving

their productivity. The vast net

work of HEIs have to focus upon

developing homegrown technolo-

gies- both affordable and tempt-

ing for industry to say goodbye to

the imported state of the art tech-

nologies.        qq

Prof. BP Sharma: Vice Chancellor, Gautam

Buddha University, Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

Dr. Jaya Sharma: Assistant Professor, Pacific

Academy of Higher Education and Research

University, Udaipur, Rajasthan.

EducationEducationEducationEducationEducation

A Large number of

MSME Clusters,

ranging from glass to

ceramics and from

textiles and garments to

foundry products have

been witnessing closure

of a number of units

due to technological

obsolescence.
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Ease of doing business and making life
easy for citizens

Government needs

to do more in

many such areas

where improving

the governance is

more important

than minimizing it.

Anil Javalekar

ECONOMYECONOMYECONOMYECONOMYECONOMY

Prime Minister while addressing recent Governing council meeting of NITI

Aayog emphasized for the ease of doing business and making life easy for

citizens. This is the precise desire of  Indian commons right from independence.

The life of Indian commons was never easy whatever was the period and who-

ever ruled. Ancient Indian life in Vedic period and Ramrajya might be the last era

when Indian commons lived happily. The era of  foreign invasion, including mo-

gul and British, was of  loot and slavery. The spirit during independence struggle

and actual independence made Indian commons to desire for better life. Howev-

er, even after Independence, the modern political democracy that is modelled on

western thought and adoption of  state intervention models made the life of

Indian commons more difficult. Time has come to critically examine the relation-

ship of  state and citizen and determine whether the current governance systems

permit people to function as a citizen and an individual in the most productive

manner.

Status of Governance

India, after its independence in 1947, chose the republican model of democ-

racy that enshrines the Constitution as its framework for authority. It was a noble

thought to universally grant its citizens social, economic and political franchise;

liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; equality of status and

opportunity, and promotes among them all fraternity assuring the dignity of  the

individuals. It built governance through constitutional bodies at local, taluka, dis-

trict, state and national levels under a federalized framework built on collabora-

tion of  all institutions. In many ways, these institutions have become all-encom-
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passing and established creeping

influence over all aspects of citi-

zen’s life. These controls and struc-

tures were expected to make the

life of its people easy and make

them safe – however, the reality is

otherwise. India chose to write its

own Constitution yet missed to

reform and cleanse the institutions

that were to carry out the mandate.

The bureaucracy, judiciary, law en-

forcement and civil/penal statutes

continued to be archaic and built

on English philosophies that treat-

ed Indians as “the ruled”. The gov-

ernance systems in India behaved

like rulers rather than servants of

the public. For example, there are

still requirements to inform, regis-

ter or take permissions from vari-

ous authorities almost for every-

thing right from marriage, con-

struction of house, opening of

shops or giving service, organiz-

ing functions to take the dead body

to burial ground or cremation.

While the nation became political-

ly independent, as a government

system, India continued to treat its

own people shabbily and that has

continued till date. It is also the

primary reason corruption has

been so deep as governing author-

ities have wide powers to deter-

mine the success or failure of any

enterprise or an individual’s ability

to succeed in life. Even now in the

era of freedom of expression, one

cannot express freely on social

media for fear of persecution or

facing discrimination for one’s

stand. In the circumstances, the re-

lationship as evolved only on the

lines of trust-deficit between gov-

ernment and citizens.

Faulty governance system

It is glaringly obvious that the

real tragedy of governance is its

deep distrust of its citizens – it

seeks to control rather than enable.

 First, it sees every issue as

law-and-order issue and doubts

every citizen and their every activity.

Second, the system sees ev-

ery activity and every citizen, in-

cluding poor and aged, as a source

of revenue. It collects revenue in

the name of providing facilities,

protecting citizens or public assets

or simply to meet its own expens-

es, even unjustified expenses.

Third, the system acts as if it

owns the citizens and their assets -

therefore, they prepare and imple-

ment plans or projects disregard-

ing the rights of citizens – often

leading to loss of livelihood or life.

The citizen is therefore always vul-

nerable and most disempowered

constituent in this equation.

Fourth, the system allows dis-

cretion to authorities who use this

for favors. The justifications are

defined by them. This led to un-

equal treatment and institutional

bias translating to corruption.

Fifth, most important, im-

moral, and unprincipled politicians

control the governance system.

This has allowed the nexus between

politicians and governance system

making life difficult for Commons.

All these traits are the hangover of

the British rule which prioritized the

interests of the government over

the interests of the governed.

Governance made Justice

difficult

Indian justice system, which is

the last pillar of constitutional pro-

tection, tries to help Indian com-

mons and many times save them

from heavy governance. Howev-

er, the judicial system itself depen-

dent on this governance system and

has become helpless. Commercial

laws are archaic and not in keep-

ing with evolving business environ-

ment. The judiciary is over load-

ed. Simple civic issues remain un-

addressed for years which makes

citizens wary of the process of jus-

tice. Investigation is done by po-

lice and it is allegedly work under

influence. Now Supreme court is

considering feasibility of creating

an independent and separate cad-

re of Judicial Magistrates for mon-

itoring evidence collection during

criminal investigation which may

help to some extent. The fact is

that courts judge the case on the

basis of evidence and therefore, it

depends on how the case is pre-

sented by governance system main-

ly by local police. Above all, the

Indian lawyers interpret the law to

defend the crime and this interpre-

tation goes beyond the thoughts of

Indian justice system,

which is the last pillar

of constitutional

protection, tries to

help Indian commons

and many times save

them from heavy

governance.

EconomyEconomyEconomyEconomyEconomy
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law makers. Governance system

needs many reforms in this area.

Government’s recent initia-

tives to improve the Gover-

nance

1. The major change has come in

the form of  technology adop-

tion for providing services to

citizens. E-governance has

made impact on the life of cit-

izens. Issue of  Aadhar cards

with biometric mapping miti-

gated the fraud in identity doc-

uments and unaccounted in-

come/wealth. These tools of

transparency will make it easier

for government to rely on self-

assessments or self-declarations

and free people from the tyr-

anny of  permissions. Linking it

with welfare schemes made

them accessible to the common

man locally, through common

service delivery outlets and en-

sure efficiency, transparency &

reliability of  such services at af-

fordable costs so to help real-

ize the basic needs of the com-

mon man - such e-governance

brought direct and visible ben-

efit to millions of  poor. Umang

is one app that gives all services

at one go including life certifi-

cates and is helpful to make life

of  commons easy.

2. The government’s drive for dig-

itization leap frogged the coun-

try into the wallet revolution and

brought millions of cash-based

businesses into digital main-

stream – this will enhance trans-

parency, points of  governance

and confidence so that clean

businesses may in future oper-

ate with low compliance bur-

den as long as they maintain

transparency.

3. The introduction of Goods and

Service Tax (GST) was truly a

landmark legislation that will

prove to be a watershed mo-

ment for business structures. Its

implementation has been mired

in technological glitches and

flurry of notifications/ rules

and has simplified the multiple

taxes of  VAT, Excise, Service

Tax and multitude of  mandi/

cess taxes locally into a single

structure. Simplifying proce-

dures for tax compliances by cit-

izens are also important. Tax cal-

culation and submission of e-

returns as also addressing of

grievances are being simplified

so to reduce compliances.

4. Focused on empowering com-

mon citizens. The communica-

tion technology has made citi-

zens express and even criticize

government and its policies.

Social media has changed over

the years and can play a better

role. Government has recently

announced rules for this media

so to stop misleading and fake

information. This will help citi-

zens to express freely but con-

trol spread of  fake news.

5. Efforts made to help ease do-

ing business. Government has

launched business Action re-

forms in 2015 and ranking

states according to their perfor-

mance. The Business Reform

Action Plan 2018-19 includes

180 reform points covering 12

business regulatory areas such

as Access to Information, Sin-

gle Window System, Labour,

Environment, etc. The Action

Plan for the year 2020 consists

of  301 Reform points spread

across 15 Areas. This is helping

business to start and do busi-

ness without much interference

of governance system.

Need more efforts

True, India has reached to 63rd

rank out of 190 countries as per

the World Bank report 2020 due

to improvement in the ease of

doing business. The ease of  doing

business refers to the regulatory

environment in the country and

India is focusing mainly on certain

parameters like starting business,

getting credit on easy terms, pay-

ing taxes, easing of trade and en-

forcing contracts. Indian approach

to wealth creation is shifting from

suspicion to facilitation for collec-

tive good.

Making of life easy for com-

mon citizens is most important and

for that the election reforms to

keep criminals out, police reforms

to make the law and order with-

out harassing citizens and political

reforms where politicians play

politics based on some principles

and keeping national interest in

mind are more important. Gov-

ernment needs to do more in many

such areas where improving the

governance is more important than

minimizing it.       qq

Anil Javalekar: NABARD retiree, Co-Editor of

books: ‘India’s Perspective Policy on Agriculture’

and ‘Droughts and way Forward’. Regular

contributor to Swadeshi Patrika (English and

Hindi).

True, India has

reached to 63rd rank

out of 190 countries

as per the World

Bank report 2020

due to improvement

in the ease of doing

business.
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Cry of the Himalaya:
4 Decades of Disasters, 4 Decades of Warning

Ganga is the life

line of India and

that is why it has

been made sacred.

The material and

spiritual are not

separate in India's

ecological

civilasation.

Dr. Vandana Shiva

I am a child of the Ganga Himalaya, nourished materially and spiritually by Dev

Bhoomi, our sacred land. The mountains, forests and Maa Ganga have shaped

my imagination, my knowledge, my science, my life, my activism.

I have been an ecological activist for 4 decades inspired by the Chipko move-

ment which started in the early 1970’s in my region of  the Garhwal Himalaya in

Uttarakhand.

Uttarakhand is the source of  the sacred Ganga and its tributaries. The Ganga

is the lifeline of India. The sources of the Ganga, were made sacred sites in order

to protect the Ganga Himalaya, and hence Indian civilisation. The material and

the spiritual are not separate in India’s ecological civilisation. Our mountains, for-

ests and rivers are sacred. They are also the ecological foundation of our econo-

my and society.

The yatra to the four pilgrimage centres of  Gangotri, Yamunotri, Kedarnath

and Badrinath- the Char Dham, was meant to both connect us culturally and

spiritually to these “Bhu tirths”-sacred sites of the Earth- and to connect us eco-

logically to the sources of  life, the sources of  our rivers.

The Himalayan disasters do not have local causes or local consequences.

The melting of glaciers is a direct impact of fossil fuel industrialism, leading

to Green House gas emissions and Climate Change. Every year Himalaya Gla-

ciers are loosing one and a half  feet of  snow.

Formation of  glacial lakes by melting of  snow has doubled in the last 7

years. Logging, dam building, highway building are carried out by national cor-

porations and non local contractors.

ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT
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Climate change combined

with maldevelopment is contrib-

uting to accelerated disasters in the

fragile Himalaya.

The Himalaya, the mountains

of  snow, are the Third Pole which

supplies water to half of humani-

ty. Mother Ganga and our peren-

nial rivers  are fed by glaciers and

are the lifeline of half of India,

creating the fertile Indo Gangetic

plains that have provided us food

for thousands of  years.

Himalayan disasters are an

existential threat for India, both

materially and spiritually. We need

to listen to the cry of the Himalaya

because it is our duty to protect

our sacred mountains and rivers,

but also because our well being and

survival depends on the Ganga

Himalaya.

Today, driven by greed and

corruption, we have become igno-

rant of the culture of the sacred,

and the ecological fragility of the

Himalaya. The sacred sets limits.

Ecological fragility sets limits. Jus-

tice sets limits. Today these limits

are being violated, as rivers are

dammed and diverted for electric-

ity, and the pilgrimage to the Char

Dhams is being turned into crass

consumerist mass tourism.

The Himalayan disasters in-

cluding the tragedy of  7th Feb

2021 are a consequence of igno-

rance and greed – Ignorance of

the planetary boundaries and eco-

logical limits, and greed to extract

the last drop of oil and gas from

under the soil, the last kilowatt of

energy from the last river, includ-

ing our sacred mother Ganga and

her tributaries, the last rupee from

nature and workers building the

dams and highways.

The 2021 disaster has taken

place in Rishi Ganga Valley near

Reni where tunnels were being built

for the Rishi Ganga project. The

Rishi Ganga  joins the Alaknanda,

a tributary of the Ganga.

Reni is the village from where

women like Gaura Devi first gave

the  warning about the ecological

fragility of the Himalaya 4 decades
ago after the Alaknanda disaster 

of 1970. This is where the first

Chipko action took place.

The flood caused by a Major

landslide  flooded 100sqm, ma-

rooned 101 villages, destroyed 604

homes, washed away 6 motor

bridges, sixteen foot bridges, It

devastated 500 acres of crops,

cowsheds, and watermills. 142 an-

imals and 55 people died. Accord-

ing to some reports 200-500  peo-

ple were washed away.

Women connected the defor-

estation to landslides and flooding.

As they pointed out, the primary

products of the forest were not

timber and revenue, but soil and

water. Forests left standing to pro-

tect the fragile Himalayan slopes,

provide more to the economy

than when they are extracted as

dead timber. For more than a de-

cade, non violent direct actions by

Chipko activists prevented logging.

It took the 1978 Uttarkashi

disaster for the Government to

recognize that the women were

right. When the government had

to spend on flood relief was much

more than the revenues they were

getting through timber extraction,

m the government realised that

what my sisters of Chipko were

saying was scientific. The real econ-

omy of the Himalayan forests was

their contribution to soil and wa-

ter conversation, and prevention

of  floods and droughts.

In 1981, in response to the

Chipko movement, logging was

banned above 1000 km in the

Garhwal Himalaya. Today Gov-

ernment policy recognises that for-

estry in the fragile Himalaya has to

be Conservation forestry which

maximizes the ecological services

of the forest in protecting, not

extractive forestry.

But new ways of seeing mon-

ey through violence to our  Dev

Bhoomi are being found includ-

ing blasting the mountains for tun-

nels for hydroelectric projects. 500

dams are planned in our region on

the Ganga system.

Most of the people who died

or are missing in the 2021 disaster

were workers making tunnels for

the hydroelectric project on Rishi

Ganga near Reni and the dam at

Tapovan on Dhauliganga. The pri-

vate companies make profits. Na-

ture, local communities and work-

ers pay with their lives.

The 2013 Kedarnath disaster

had led to five thousand deaths and

the disappearance of nearly

100000 people. It should have

been a wake up call that the fragile

and sacred Himalaya cannot bear

the heavy, ecological footprint of

limitless greed and limitless con-

sumerism.

According to the Government of

Uttarakhand

The missing people in
the Rishi Ganga disaster

include
Rishi Ganga Company 46

Ritwick Company 21

Associates of Ritwick Company 100

HCC Company 3

Om Metal 21

Tapovan Village 2

Ringi Village 2

Karchau village 2

Reni village 5

Total 202

EnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironment
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It was ignored. And we have

had another disaster in 2021.

Our study of the 2013 Ke-

darnath disaster showed that most

of the landslides had been trig-

gered by blasting for tunnels for

hydroelectric projects.

Blasting with dynamite reckless-

ly for the construction of dams and

tunnels has triggered thousands of

landslides. When the first rain comes,

these landslides fill the river bed with

rubble. There is no space for the

water to flow. We are literally steal-

ing the ecological space from our

rivers. And when they have no space

to flow, they will overflow, cut banks

and cause flooding.

Usually floods come at the

end of a heavy monsoon. In 2013

they came with the first rain. The

monsoon came early, and the rain-

fall was much more than normal.

This is climate instability. Meantime

,the ecological damage caused by

maldevelopment has reduced the

capacity of the mountain ecosys-

tem to deal with heavy rain. Cli-

mate havoc adds to the vulnera-

bility. Kedarnath, the 8th century

Shiva shrine is located at the source

of the Mandakini river, another

tributary of the Ganga. The dam-

age at Kedarnath was caused by

the breaking of the glacier Kedar

Dome that led to the bursting of

Charbari, a glacial lake. These are

climate disasters. Yet just before the

Copenhagen Climate Conference,

the Government issued a report

saying there was no impact on our

Glaciers. The Kedarnath tragedy

shows haw heavy the cost of this

denial is. We need to recognize that

our glaciers are threatened, and

melting glaciers will lead to disas-

ters. Disaster preparedness is the

duty of government.

But disaster preparedness

needs honest and robust ecologi-

cal science, and honest and robust

participatory democracy.

To avoid future disasters we

need to listen to the Himalaya, un-

derstand both their ecological fra-

gility and their spiritual vitality. We

need to learn once again to have

reverence for our sacred mountains

and rivers. We need to be informed

by the latest of ecological sciences,

not by an obsolete model which

equates commerce and money

making with “development” and

which has led to repeated the trag-

ic disasters in Uttarakhand. True

development takes place accord-

ing to the laws of Mother Earth,

the laws of the sacred Himalaya

and Sacred Ganga.

Money making by a few is

not the economy. Destruction of

the Ganga Himalaya on which our

prosperity rests cannot be called

“development”.

Mass consumerist tourism

based of pollution and waste,

speed and carelessness cannot be

viewed as a “pilgrimage” to the

“Char Dham”.

Mass tourism has led to con-

struction on the fragile banks of

the rivers. When rivers flood, more

damage is caused.

In my childhood old people

did the pilgrimage on foot. Along

the main arteries we had roads for

one way traffic. Today, there is an

attempt to make 4 lane highways

in the mountains. Highways means

landslides as mountain slopes are

dynamited, and the rubble is

thrown down the slope. Landslides

create slope instability, with more

boulders and debris causing de-

struction of  forests and fields. Less

space is left for water, rivers flood

more easily. And instead of  reach-

ing faster, pilgrims and local peo-

ple face road blocks for days on

end due to landslides. Pilgrim tour-

ism needs to be “slow” tourism

to respect the sacredness and fra-

gility of the Himalaya, like there is

Slow Food and Slow Money.

The 2013 and 2021 Himalay-

an disasters should wake us up to

the social, ecological and econom-

ic costs of destructive policies that

have devastated our fragile and

beautiful mountain ecosystems. The

Himalaya are the youngest moun-

tain system in the world. They can-

not bear the violence of defores-

tation and dam building. They need

gentleness and respect. The sacred

Himalaya and Sacred Ganga call on

us to care for them with reverence

and love.

Chipko shook our policy

makers out of their slumber that

allowed them to think of forests

as timber mines, and woke them

to the ecological functions of the

forests in the catchments of our

rivers. The current disaster should

shake them out of the slumber that

allows them to see rivers as 20,000

Mega watt of hydro power, and

realize that when respected our riv-

ers are rivers of life, and when vi-

olated, they can become rivers of

death.       qq

https://www.navdanya.org/bija-refelections/2021/02/08/4-decades-

of-disasters-4-decades-of-warning/

Himalayan disasters

including the

tragedy of 7th

February are a

consequence of

ignorance and greed

— ignorance of the

planetary boundaries

and ecological limits.

EnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironment
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Farmer protests—the Jat blowback

Increasing

participation of

the Jat farmers

from Uppar

Pradeshi  in the

farmers agitation

and the fact that

these Jats form the

vote banks of BJP

could disrupt

social engineering

in this region.

Anilesh S.

Mahajan

On January 28, the national media flashed pictures of Rakesh Tikait, national

leader and spokesperson of the Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU), breaking into

tears. Some miles away, in his hometown Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, his elder

brother Naresh Tikait had announced that their group will end the protests that

day. Rakesh’s tears not only melted the elder brother, but turned the two-month-

old farmer agitation led by the Jats and Sikhs from Punjab into a much larger Jat

rebellion in north India. Rakesh refused to vacate the protest spot and came in

direct confrontation with Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath’s regime.

His supporters alleged that BJP MLAs Nand Kishore Gurjar and Sunil Sharma

were waiting for his arrest, to unleash violence upon his supporters.

Before such allegations could be verified, Jat groups from Meerut, Baghpat,

Bijnor, Muzaffarnagar, Moradabad and Bulandshahr began to throng towards

the protest sites on the Delhi borders, followed by those from various districts

of  Haryana and Punjab. Since then, Rakesh has been visited by leaders from

Punjab and Haryana, like Rajya Sabha MPs Pratap Singh Bajwa, Deepender Singh

Hooda, INLD chief Abhay Chautala, SAD chief and Lok Sabha MP Sukhbir

Badal, along with MPs from opposition parties Shiv Sena and TMC. The swelling

numbers of  his supporters at Ghazipur border have kept the parliament’s budget

session warm, asking for discussion on the farm laws and the unrest.

The BJP strategy makers believe that if  Tikait’s protest goes out of  hand, it

could change the social engineering the BJP has done over the past seven years.

Unlike in Punjab and Haryana, Jats in Uttar Pradesh are a major votebank

for the party. They make up just 6 to 7 per cent of  the voters in western Uttar

Pradesh, yet have power over several villages in the region. The BJP rebuilt their

fortunes in this region over the past seven years with the help of  the Hindu Jats. If

the resurgence of  Tikait is pulling Jats towards him, the Gurjar community, which

is equally populous and powerful, is backing Nand Kishore. The confrontation

has the potential to disrupt the social engineering in this region, which the BJP can

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTUREAGRICULTUREAGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE
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ill-afford, that too when elections

for the state assembly is due next

year. “The protests will continue till

October (much closer to the

polls),” Tikait said.

In the all-party meeting before

the commencement of the budget

session, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had asked Opposition lead-

ers to speak to these outfits. He as-

sured that the government is still

open to the proposal of suspend-

ing the laws for up to 18 months

and constituted a committee to re-

view the laws and framework to

make the MSP a legal statute.

But things have changed. Till

now, Rakesh remained a support-

ing cast at the 12 rounds of dis-

cussion centred around agitating

farmer groups from Punjab, and

his base at Delhi’s Ghazipur bor-

der not only lacked facilities, but

also supporters. These outfits were

adamant that three laws—The

Farmers Produce Trade and Com-

merce (Promotion and Facilitation)

Act, 2020; The Farmers (Empow-

erment and Protection) Agreement

of  Price Assurance and Farm Ser-

vices Act, 2020; and The Essential

Commodities (Amendment) Act,

2020—passed by the Parliament in

September this year be repealed

immediately. Now, though, the pri-

mary demand is that the govern-

ment and BJP should first take ac-

tion against their MLAs.

Original battleground

This shift in focus has also al-

lowed other protesting farmers

outfits from Punjab some time to

regroup at Singhu and Tikri bor-

ders. This is not before fault lines

had begun appearing between the

Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) and

Tikait’s group. None of  the top

leaders have visited Tikait yet and

BKU’s cadre is upset that SKM

leadership hasn’t shown any sym-

pathy for the 24-year-old Navreet

Singh, the farmer from Uttarak-

hand who died in the tractor acci-

dent at ITO. He was part of  the

BKU’s cadre. However, SKM has

its own battles to fight. It has been

spending its time convincing sup-

porters to return to the protest

sites and distancing itself from the

violence and attempts to siege Red

Fort on January 26. The SKM has

taken to blaming the splinter

groups for disrupting the agitation.

But the violence on Republic Day

exposed that the SKM leadership

doesn’t have much of control over

its young farmers, or coordination

among itself. SKM leaders admit-

ted off the record that they were

always suspicious that some of

their groups have political ambi-

tions. They said that the AAP and

BKU (Charuni group) leader Gur-

nam Singh Charuni and Tikait were

always under watch. Meanwhile,

Delhi police suspect that Charuni

and Tikait, along with two leaders

from the Kisan Mazdoor Sang-

harsh Committee, Satnam Singh

Pannu and Swaran Singh Pannu, of

making provocative statements to

instigate violence on Republic Day.

Under pressure from the po-

litical leadership in SAD, Congress

and AAP, several village panchayats

in Punjab passed the resolution

forcing the villagers to return to

protest sites or face penalties and

social boycott. The trick, though,

is not working. The images on tele-

vision of the Delhi police fortify-

ing the protest sites and the fear

of a police crackdown are hold-

ing protestors back. Secondly, Pun-

jab is going through elections for

local bodies, which will get over

by February 14.

Political ambitions

The Tikait brothers are carry-

ing forward the legacy of their fa-

ther Mahendra Tikait, who came

into limelight in 1988 and then in

1993, when he brought the national

capital to a grinding halt for sever-

al days. Ironically, these two pro-

tests were done to allow the farm-

ers to sell their produce in the open

market. Rakesh, however, doesn’t

enjoy even a fraction of  his father’s

popularity and his clout among

farmers had depleted his political

ambitions and tendency to take

unilateral decisions. In 2004, he

formed the Bahujan Kisan Dal—

a political outfit of his group of

BKU leaders—and lost deposits in

all the nine constituencies the party

contested in. In the 2007 assembly

polls, Tikait contested from Kha-

tauli and lost. In 2009 general elec-

tions, he lobbied with now de-

fence minister Rajnath Singh to get

a BJP ticket from Bijnor, but didn’t

succeed. Later in 2014, he again,

unsuccessfully, contested from

Amroha constituency on a Rash-

triya Lok Dal ticket. In 2013, both

Tikait brothers, along with other

BKU leaders of their group and

several BJP leaders, were present

in the Mahapanchayat, which was

followed by the infamous Muzaf-

farnagar riots that left 66 people

dead and rendered more than

60,000 people homeless. Both

brothers were later accused of

causing the riots along with BJP

leaders like Sanjeev Balyan and

Sangeet Som.

Only time will tell, if the new

dimension into the farm protest

would bear some political fruits

for Tikait, but he has certainly tak-

en the agitation to another level.qq

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/farmer-protests-the-jat-

blowback/ar-BB1dokV2?li=AAgges1&srcref=rss

AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture
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Regulator- Collector:  Over-the-top Media
Service

The only

alternative is to

match the

compatibility of the

content controller

and tax collector

with those of the

big technology

companies.

Alok Singh

An over-the-top (OTP) media service is an internet-based media streaming

service that is offered directly to the viewers. The viewers have the option to

watch the media product offered by paying only the utility charge of the internet

connection. It offers customers a lot of  choices as well as flexibility. It can be

watched anytime and anywhere by the consumer. The control of  the tax collec-

tors and the content regulators is tough to implement in this format of  media

viewing. OTT platform only needs hardware that has a screen and can support

the internet. Such hardware can be as small as a four-inch (or lesser) size mobile

phone or as big as the screen of  a movie theater. There are no suppliers or

distributors or anyone else between the end-user consumer and the OTT service

provider. It’s one-stop shopping. But, it’s not a one-stop-shop for the reg-

ulators and the taxmen. These are contradictory situations. The level of  conve-

nience to one creates the level of  inconvenience to the other. It seems to be a

zero-sum game. It means the advantage of one player at the cost of a disadvan-

tage to the other player. The source is the start of  the complexity.

The source of the origin of the media, as well as the source of the con-

sumption of  the media, creates a lot of  permutations and combinations for the

tax collectors as well as for the content regulators. The question is whether the

source of origin should be made accountable or the source of consumption

should be made accountable for regulating the content. What to be done, if the

source of the origin and the source of the consumption fall in the domain of

two different regulators. What to do if  the regulators at the source of  the origin

approve the content but the regulators at the source of the consumption disap-

prove the content. The complexity increases if the source of origin and source of

consumption falls in two different cultures or two different civilizations. It can

ANALYSISANALYSISANALYSISANALYSISANALYSIS
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give birth to the conflict in the in-

terpretation of the content. It hap-

pens in real life that certain things

or behaviors that are accepted in

one civilization are not accepted in

the other civilization. The life of

content regulators and tax collec-

tors were not so complex during

the days of predecessors of OTT

media services.

The noticeable predecessors

of  the OTT media services are

cable television, broadcast televi-

sion, and satellite television. In the

case of cable television, the con-

tent and the supply could be con-

trolled by the company and could

be regulated by the authorities and

the tax theft could be avoided to a

great extent by the tax authorities.

In the case of an internet-

based OTT platform, all the ser-

vices are consumed as data and the

end-user pays only the data charge

to its internet or communication

service provider company. It

means that OTT media services are

just other data, irrespective of the

content, whether it’s sports or ed-

ucation or movie, or anything else.

What is next to OTT? There is

no immediate visible successor of

the OTT media streaming service.

But the big technology companies

might have something in the pipe-

line to offer in near future or some-

times later. The question arises: Do

such companies follow themselves

what they offer to their customers.

The companies follow gen-

der-sensitive, religion-sensitive, cul-

ture-sensitive practices for its em-

ployees who are from different

civilizations. The office place of  big

multinational companies where

people from different civilizations

share the same space makes sure

that the culture of each employee

is respected. In the physical world,

if the corporate and companies

make sure that there be mutual re-

spect for each other’s culture, then

it should be applicable to the vir-

tual world and to its consumers

also. There have been many occa-

sions when protests have happened

outside the movie theater halls if

the civilization is perceived to be

under attack and perception is an

important constituent of a healthy

society. Content-control through

boycotts and protests is relatively

easily possible in the case when the

content is delivered at a movie the-

ater i.e. the place of display of the

content is in the public domain.

But, in the case of OTT media ser-

vice, the tools of boycott and pro-

tests are not effective immediately

because an individual as per their

convenience can consume the con-

tent anytime-anywhere. In such sit-

uations, content delivery can’t be

stopped, spontaneously or as soon

as it is realized that it should be

stopped. Once the content out-

spread on OTT, it is difficult to stop.

The damage is difficult to repair.

The way the traditional me-

dia services could be regulated is

not sufficient to regulate the OTT

platforms. Newer technology

brings with itself newer challenges

and demands newer ways and sys-

tems to regulate it.

The control over big technol-

ogy companies is a tough job for

everyone. OTT media service is an

example of the emerging challenge

offered by big technology com-

panies. The spread of  internet con-

nectivity across the nation has

caught unprepared content regu-

lators and tax collectors. The new-

er technology demands compati-

ble regulators and compatible tax-

ation laws. Newer technology can’t

be controlled using the older

framework of  content regulators.

Newer technology can’t be taxed

rationally by engaging older format

of tax collection.

The spread of  technology is

not to be stopped. The only al-

ternative is to match the com-

patibility of the content con-

troller and tax collector with

those of the big technology

companies. The compatibility

matching should be fast. Before a

technology hits the market or be-

fore a technology offers a prod-

uct to the audience, the content

controllers and the tax collectors

should be ready with the matching

tools. It seems that the content reg-

ulators and the tax collectors are

beaten consistently by the big tech-

nology.  By the time the authori-

ties realize that they need to do

something, the big technology

companies start working on other

superior technology. In such a dy-

namic and permanent racing sys-

tem, the content regulators and the

tax collectors should be ahead of

the big technology companies. To

be ahead, they should be ready with

the newer tools. This can happen if

they are able to guess the next big

technology idea. Guess is a risk so

they should have multiple tools

ready in their quiver to use it when-

ever the situation arises.  It should

not be the chicken-egg problem.

Whosoever leads will win. qq

Alok Singh is fellow of Indian Institute of Management Indore and

currently is  faculty of general management at NICMAR.

It’s one-stop

shopping. But, it’s

not a one-stop-shop

for the regulators

and the taxmen.
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Footprints in an Earthly Paradise

Even conservative

Muslims do not

claim that a

mosque existed at

the site of Ram

Mandir prior to

the arrival of

Babar's general

Mir Baqi, who was

appointed

governor of

Aodhya.

Sandhya Jain

DICUSSIONDICUSSIONDICUSSIONDICUSSIONDICUSSION

But soon a wonder came to light,

That showed the rogues they lied:

The man recovered from the bite,

The dog it was that died.

– Oliver Goldsmith, Elegy

Either by instinct or consensus, India’s

uniquely secular national press simply ignored

the discovery of a broken pillar with a lotus

carving at the site of  the erstwhile Babri

Masjid in Ayodhya. Such negation cannot,

however, diminish the significance of the

finding. As senior government administrator

R.M. Srivastava observed, “the finding of  a

pillar and a multi-layered flooring suggests

there exists a permanent structure beneath the soil. At this point we can only say

that remains of  a permanent structure lay buried in the soil. It could be anything

– a temple, a mosque or even a kitchen structure” (Associated Press, 1 April 2003).

A mosque is simply untenable. Even die-hard Islamists have not claimed that

a mosque existed at the site prior to the arrival of  Babar’s general, Mir Baqi, who

was appointed governor of Ayodhya. What is more, no medieval mosque has

ever incorporated sacred and popular Hindu motifs in its decorative patterns,

unless it was built by appropriating the material of  ransacked temples. In the case

of the Babri Masjid, it may be pointed out that Muslim claimants to the site have

always held that the mosque was built on terra nullus (vacant land).

Moreover, the lotus is no ordinary motif, but is sacred to the entire autoch-

thonous religious-spiritual spectrum of India. In art, Hindu gods and goddesses,

Jaina Tirthankaras, Gautama Buddha and the Bodhisattvas are frequently depict-

ed as seated on lotus thrones. The gods are also described as having lotus eyes,

lotus hands, lotus feet. In no other religious tradition does it occupy such exalted

status, and its widespread usage in native Indian decorative art in no way negates

its sacred character.

A kitchen structure is reminiscent of the fabled Sita ki rasoi. It is possible that

such a structure could have a carved pillar with a lotus, since the last extant temple

at that site is said to have been renovated in the reign of  a Gahadavala king. The

finding of a temple building, however, it would simply be synonymous with Sri

Rama, Prince of Ayodhya.

It is, however, still premature to rush to conclusions, and officials have em-

phasized the need for caution. Yet, if  one thing is already clear at this stage, it is

that the findings are unlikely to end the furious debate over the site’s original

status, as Muslim intellectuals have taken the path of  dogged resistance to its

return to the devotees of Sri Rama. This can be seen in the petition seeking a stay

on the excavation of the site; the bizarre demand for inclusion of an equal num-
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ber of Muslim labourers in the dig;

the insistence on more Muslim

observers and supervisors; and the

sustained attempt to negate the

possible findings.

In the wake of the Allahabad

High Court’s decision to order ex-

cavation of the site, Muslim intel-

lectuals and their fellow travellers

have avoided all reference to Mr.

Syed Shahabuddin’s promise that

if proved that the Babri Masjid

was built after demolishing the

Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir, Mus-

lims would return the land to the

Hindu community in conformity

with the Shariat.

Indeed, these assurances in-

spired the Chandra Shekhar gov-

ernment to bring the Babri Masjid

Action Committee and Vishwa

Hindu Parishad to the negotiating

table. But this pioneering attempt

to broker a peaceful settlement

failed because the Muslim partici-

pants took fright when faced with

credible evidence in the form of

Mughal revenue records that list

the site as Masjid-i-Janmasthan

(masjid of the birthplace, which

could hardly refer to Babur or Mir

Baqi). Egged on by secular friends,

they deserted the talks and let a

festering sore linger.

Eminent historian Irfan

Habib has signalled the Muslim

determination not to settle the dis-

pute honourably, by claiming that

the excavations are a “post facto

rationalization of what was done

on December 6, 1992” (Indian

Express, 12 March 2003). Habib

claims that archaeological finds are

open to several interpretations. But

what is germane in the current dis-

pute is only whether or not a tem-

ple existed at the site prior to the

erection of the Babri mosque. As

Ayodhya has from time immemo-

rial been associated with the story

of Sri Rama, this would be regard-

ed as convincing evidence by all

fair-minded persons.

In this context, one cannot

but be suspicious of the motiva-

tions of obscure bodies like the

Jain Samata Vahini, Buddha Edu-

cation Foundation and Lord Bud-

dha Club, which have suddenly

staked claim to the site on behalf

of  their respective communities.

One can readily believe that

Gautama Buddha and the Jaina

Tirthankara(s) visited Ayodhya on

account of its established reputa-

tion as a holy city, and that viharas

sprang up there. This would be

consistent with the native tradition

of different religious streams

commingling and peacefully co-

existing at sacred sites.

Yet it would be impossible to

maintain that Ayodhya enjoys the

status of Bodh Gaya, Sarnath or

Kusinagar in the Buddhist tradition,

or of Pava in Jaina lore. Even with-

in the Hindu tradition, it belongs

exclusively to Sri Rama, just as

Dwarka belongs to Krishna. That

is why the eminent religious lead-

ers and secular eminences of the

Jaina and Buddhist traditions have

held their peace. The puny midg-

ets claiming to speak on behalf of

these two great communities

would be well advised to go back

to the darkness from whence they

have come. Some Hindu friends

feel that these organizations are

‘fronts’ set up to confuse the pic-

ture and delay the recovery of the

Janmabhoomi. While their anxiety

is understandable, I have no doubt

the court will see through these late-

blooming bleeding-hearts and dis-

miss their suits without much ado.

Of deeper concern is the re-

fusal of the Muslim community to

respect the fact that civilizational

India has shed the weakness and

defensiveness of the past millenni-

um, and is on an irreversible jour-

ney of self-renewal and self-affir-

mation. Muslim intellectuals often

accuse Hindus of falsely identify-

ing the community with the atroc-

ities committed by medieval in-

vaders. Yet they scrupulously

refuse to distance themselves from

these atrocities, and seek to per-

petuate the wrongs of the past in

the name of  minority rights. In

Ayodhya, for instance, denial of

the logic of the findings is noth-

ing but a determination to per-

petuate the Hindu memory of the

demolition and prolong the Hin-

du sense of humiliation.

Muslim intellectuals are also

shifting the terms of  the debate by

raising fears that excavations may

be demanded at other sites, par-

ticularly the Krishna Janmabhoomi

in Mathura and the Kashi Vish-

wanath Temple in Varanasi. This is

too clever by half. In Kashi, one

has only to walk around the Gy-

anvapi Mosque to see the vandal-

ized temple that was deliberately

retained as part of the mosque

walls to demean the Hindu com-

munity at its most sacred site.

As for Mathura, an agree-

ment in the mid-1960s conceded

the return of the site to the Hin-

du community after the natural

decay of the mosque. It reflects

poorly on the Muslim leadership

that it has not adhered to the

promise not to repair the struc-

ture and artificially prolong its life.

Hindus have shown phenomenal

fortitude; the violation of their

sacred spaces must cease without

further delay.        qq

(Note: This article was first published in The Pioneer dated 8 April 2003

and is being republished here with the permission of the author)

http://swatantramag.com/footprints-in-an-earthly-paradise/
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An Unnecessary Himalayan Disaster

Since the Indian

plate continues to

push against the

Tibetan plate, a

bigger earthquake

can come anytime

and landslides

cannot be

prevented.

Dr. Bharat

Jhunjhunwala

SCRUTINYSCRUTINYSCRUTINYSCRUTINYSCRUTINY

There is a huge tectonic place below the land mass of India known as “Indian

Plate.” The rotation of the earth is causing this plate to continually move

northward just like any matter moves to the top in a centrifugal machine. The

Indian Plate crashes into the Tibetan Plate as it moves to the north. The pressure

between these two plates is leading to the continual rise of the Himalayas and also

earthquakes in Uttarakhand in particular. Thus, Uttarakhand has been having an

earthquake every ten years leaving aside the last 20 years. A possible reason for

earthquake not taking place in the recent period could be that the load of water in

the Tehri Reservoir is acting like a cushion between the two plates just as two

boxers stop for a moment if a small child stands between them. However, the

Indian Plate continues to push against the Tibetan Plate despite this cushion. Con-

sequently, a bigger earthquake may take place in the coming time. Landslides take

place due to the tectonic disturbances and these have been putting large amounts

of  material into the river for thousands of  years. This material has been carried to

the plains by the Ganga. The entire land mass of India from Haridwar to Ganga

Sagar has been made by such material.  Therefore, we should not be under an

illusion that such landslides can be prevented. The present tragedy at Rishi Ganga

could have been precipitated due to the minute vibrations created by the north-

ward movement of the Indian Plate combined with weakening of the glaciers

due to global warming.

The blasting done for making the tunnel of  the Tapovan Vishnugad hydro-

power project did not help. Scientists say that the vibrations from the explosions

do not travel very far. However, it the minute vibrations may have added to the

disaster just as minute doses of homeopathic medicines have a strong effect.

The abovementioned natural work of Ganga carrying the material requires

that the river be allowed to flow freely just as an elephant requires an open road.

The hydropower projects make a barrage on the rivers that creates an obstruction
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to this free flow. The Ministry of

Environment had constituted a

Committee under the Chair of

Ravi Chopra under the orders of

the Supreme Court after the 2013

disaster. The Committee said that

the damage in the 2013 disaster

took place only above and below

the hydropower projects. The

Committee said that the landslide

at Kedarnath turned into a disaster

not because the rains were excep-

tional but because the flow of the

Mandakini and Alaknanda Rivers

was obstructed by a number of

under-construction and commis-

sioned hydropower projects. The

present landslide has likewise be-

come a disaster because the Rishi

Ganga and Tapovan Vishnugad

projects had obstructed the flow of

the Rishi Ganga and Dhauli Ganga

Rivers. These rivers would have car-

ried the material of the landslide to

the sea smoothly had there been no

obstruction to their flow.

Curiosity is that the Govern-

ment is building these projects

even though they have become

economically unviable. The cost of

electricity made from greenfield

hydropower projects is about Rs

7 to Rs 10 at present. Then there

are environmental costs of hydro-

power projects that are not ac-

counted in the price. The National

Environment Engineering Research

Institute, Nagpur has found that

the Ganga has about 200 types of

“phages” that can kill 17 types of

disease-creating bacteria. Yamuna

and Narmada, in comparison,

have less than 30 types of  phages.

The Ganga also has more copper

and radioactive thorium that kill the

bacteria. These unique qualities of

the Ganga arise when her water

absorbs the vegetations and rubs

against the stones while flowing

rapidly. Fishes like Mahseer migrate

from the plains to the high Hima-

layas and cleanup the water of

pollutants. The hydropower

projects create either a tunnel in

which the water of the river is di-

verted; or they create a reservoir

in which the water flows at a very

slow speed. In both cases the rub-

bing action of the water is ended

and also the migration of fishes is

obstructed. I have assessed that the

cost of electricity generated from

hydropower will become Rs 18

per unit from the proposed Kot-

libhel-1B project if the cost of

environmental damage is added to

the cost of  electricity.

Lo! solar power is available

at about Rs 3 per unit against Rs 7

to Rs 18 from hydropower

projects. A problem is that solar

power is produced in the daytime

while the demand is more in the

morning and evening which are

called “peak” times. However, day-

time electricity can be converted

into peaking power at a cost of

mere 50 paise per unit. Therefore,

solar peaking power is available to

us a less than Rs 4 per unit. The

Uttarakhand Power Corporation

has purchased peaking power

from the India Energy Exchange

at a price of about Rs 3.50, 4.30

and 2.60 per unit in the last three

years. Yet, the Government of

Uttarakhand continues to make

these projects despite such huge

cost. The argument is that hydro-

power projects bring “develop-

ment.” The alternative is that Utt-

arakhand develops the service sec-

tors. A sanatorium for tuberculo-

sis patients was established at

Bhowali near Nainital about a cen-

tury ago. Idea was that the patients

will gain health in the clear and nat-

ural surroundings. The alternative

before Uttarakhand is to make

software parks, universities, hospi-

tals and computer centers on the

banks of the Ganga in the hills so

that humankind makes use of the

higher psychological qualities of the

Ganga and the natural beauty in

which she flows. This approach

will lead to less environmental bur-

den on the Himalayas and also be-

get more economic progress. The

youth of Uttarakhand will get high

salary permanent jobs as nurses,

doctors, teachers and program-

mers in these activities. At present

they get low-paid jobs for the 10-

odd years during the construction

of  these projects.  Curiosity is that

the Government is bent upon pro-

moting hydropower and disinter-

ested in promoting the service sec-

tors. The reason appears to be that

hydropower projects require envi-

ronment clearance, forest diver-

sion, electricity license and land ac-

quisition in which the Government

officials have a huge role. The de-

velopment of  services sector is ig-

nored because software giants

would not fell on their knees to get

environment clearances like hydro-

power proponents would do. Ut-

tarakhand must give up its mis-

placed objective of building hydro-

power, obstructing rivers and in-

viting disasters. qq

Formerly Professor of  Economics at IIM Bengaluru

Govt. is building these

projects which have

become economically

unviable. Then there

are environmental

costs of hydropower

projects.

ScrutinyScrutinyScrutinyScrutinyScrutiny
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Free market push may hit small farmers

Unlike the

American farmers,

the protesting

Indian farmers are

not using the word

‘parity’. What they

are demanding is

an income

assurance by way

of an assured

price. Knowing

that farmers

everywhere have

suffered the

brutality of

markets, farmers

want MSP to be

made a legal right.

This will impact

trade policy, but

that is a small

price compared to

the loss of

livelihood millions

of farmers suffer

year after year.

Devinder Sharma

FARMINGFARMINGFARMINGFARMINGFARMING

On a cold winter morning, hundreds of tractors had rolled down the streets of

Washington DC. This was on February 5, 1979, when more than 900 tractors

(some estimates say more than 1,500) had descended on the American capital to

protest against policies which depressed farm prices, resulting in declining income,

and to demand a guaranteed farm income to enable them to stay on the farm.

Forty-two years later, the iconic farm movement — unprecedented in recent

Indian history — echoes the same sentiments, with almost similar demands.

The American Agricultural Movement (AAM) — as it was called — arose

after the 1977 US Farm Bill failed to protect farm prices at a time of  surplus

food production. While commodity prices continued to decline, farmers found it

difficult to cover even the cost of  production. This resulted in small farmers

increasingly quitting agriculture, and in the process leading to soaring auction of

farm lands. Farmers argued that the government was more concerned about

keeping food prices low for consumers than caring for farmers. Sounds familiar,

isn’t it?

Wheat price for instance, when adjusted for inflation, was lower than what

the American farmers had received after the Second World War. Another study

showed that adjusted for inflation, the US farm income in 1976 was less than the

annual farm income during the Great Depression years in the 1930s.

It was then that a group of  farmers met at Campo, in Colorado, and decid-

ed to launch a series of strikes across state capitals to show how the rural family

structures were crumbling, increasingly leading to agricultural population declin-

ing to obscurity. Using the tractor as a symbol of  farm discontent, thousands of

tractors were used in the next two years to demonstrate in the state capitals. These

tractor demonstrations — which began to be known as Tractorcade — helped

take the message of agrarian distress to the urban population, which knew little
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about the economic disparities

plaguing rural America.

According to the US Senate

Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-

tion and Forestry, what the farm-

ers wanted was ‘100 per cent par-

ity on domestic and exported ag-

riculture products, all agriculture

products contracted at 100 per

cent parity, food imports prohib-

ited until domestic supplies were

used to fulfil domestic demand,

agriculture policy announcements

made in advance to give farmers

time to adjust production, and a

way to give farmers an influence

in policy matters’. In other words,

American farmers were seeking a

price assurance, and even wanted

protection at times of trade dis-

tortions.

When I look at the demands

of  the protesting Indian farmers,

and compare with what the Amer-

ican farmers were asking for, I see

a similarity. While the Indian farm-

ers are not using the word ‘parity’,

what they are demanding is an in-

come assurance by way of an as-

sured price. Knowing that farm-

ers everywhere have suffered the

brutality of  markets, farmers want

Minimum Support Price (MSP) to

be made a legal right. This will

definitely impact trade policy, but

that is a small price compared to

the loss of livelihood that millions

of  farmers suffer year after year.

When they ask for repealing the

three Central laws, which were

pushed in without any meaningful

consultation with stakeholders,

they are in reality seeing a role in

formulating future farm policies.

The historic 1979 Tractorcade

that stormed Washington DC had

attracted farmers from across the

country. In an interview, Beverly

Anderson, probably the only

woman who drove a tractor from

1,300 miles away, recalls: “Some-

times, the tractorcaders were fed

by people of the communities

where they stayed, and people took

notice of them as they drove down

the highways. In that respect, their

mission was a success — the con-

tacts allowed farmers to tell their

stories — that wheat was selling

for about the same price as it had

at the end of  World War II, while

production prices increased, that it

cost more to put in a crop than

they would realise at sale, and that

failure of  the family farm system

would make the country depen-

dent upon imported food.”

Initially, the residents were

unhappy, wanted the farmers to be

moved out. But then, it so hap-

pened that the city was hit with a

blizzard and life came to a halt.

Public transport was all shut down.

It was at that time farmers used

the tractors to clear the streets, pull

out the cars from under the snow,

and take doctors and nurses to

hospitals and so on. This helped

develop bonhomie with the urban

population that began to see farm-

ers as fellow citizens. For several

weeks, farmers would drive their

tractors daily through various parts

of the city appraising people of

their plight. Some farmers even

stayed back for months.

The then American President,

Jimmy Carter, himself  a farmer,

was sympathetic. “I don’t know of

any other group that has suffered

more from inflation than farmers,”

he had reportedly said. The bu-

reaucracy of course was not con-

vinced. They had more faith in the

markets.

As Anderson reminisced: “We

were successful in telling the story

of the plight of the American

farmer. As far as any legislation that

helped, not really.”

If only the policy makers had

listened to the farmers’ woes, and

provided them with at least a guar-

anteed price, American farming

wouldn’t have been left devastat-

ed, with farm lands gobbled up,

forcing small farmers to move out.

Intensive agriculture has destroyed

the soil, polluted the groundwater,

and chemical pesticides have con-

taminated the food chain. With the

real cost of cheap feed externalised,

American agriculture is crying for

regeneration. Decades later, the

headline of a Time cover story

(November 27, 2019) says it all:

“They’re trying to wipe us off  the

map’. Small American farmers are

nearing extinction.”

There are lessons here. Free

market orthodoxy hasn’t helped

increase farm incomes in Ameri-

ca, and for that matter, anywhere

in the world. It has only pushed

small farmers out of  agriculture.

To make farming an economically

viable and sustainable enterprise

for small farmers, India needs to

carefully listen to the protesting

farmers. There may not be anoth-

er opportunity again.       qq

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/comment/free-market-push-may-hit-

small-farmers-212468/

To make farming an

economically viable

and sustainable

enterprise for small

farmers, India needs

to carefully listen to

the protesting

farmers.

FarmingFarmingFarmingFarmingFarming
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Ending Macaulayism and Regaining Ancient
Glory with New Education Policy-2020 (Part-2)

National

Education Policy-

2020 marks the

end of

Macaulayism from

Indian education

system while

returning back to

our transcendent

vedic education

system of Nalanda.

Dr. Rekha Bhatt

EDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION

The New Education Policy-2020 under the section called “Multilingualism and pow-

er of language” states- “wherever possible, the medium of instruction until at least

class 5, but preferably till class 8 and beyond will be the some language - mother

language/local language/regional language”. The choice of language learnt will de-

pend on the state and the students. However, it is mandatory for at least two of  the

three languages to be native to the country, one of  which is most likely to be the

local/regional language.

The objective of this new education policy is to impart the very basic education

in childhood in native language. The results of many researches show that child

should connect easily to what is taught, it become meaningful. Foreign language may

help broaden their horizons and give them better employment opportunities but

speaking in native language for a child’s overall development connects the child to its

culture. Learning in foreign language at childhood create a lacking sense of identity

and belonging, while  knowing a second language at later age was seen only as a sign

of cognitive power, that still made a difference from the education in native lan-

guage was perservance and good education. There is also benefit of  native language

learning with regard to intellect and academic capacity, particularly for children in

early years of life.

In the beginning of educational journey children must be well prepared laying

strong foundation to excelsior. Education with the vision to achieve desired outcome

at initial stage is more concern and related to the medium of communication. Such

education system shall bring certainty and develop perfection to the skill. At early stage

of development, the policy made mother tongue or regional language as the medium

of  communication, is to teach children the best they can comprehend and apply to.

Today, internet has emerged as go to medium for all kind of  information,

Hindi is set to topple English as the most popular language on social media in India

from year 2017. With the explosion in smart phone usage and mobile internet, news

is virtually the only avenue for content. Growing popularity of news stories in Hindi

and other Indian languages is an important Barometer to gauge the changing com-

plexion of  300 million online internet users.

Now as rural India is getting digitized by the digital India programme the avail-

ability of content relevant to rural and first internet users have to be in their native

language. A farmer should be able to know about the latest farming technology to

improve output through a touch button. Most of the Indian population is using

internet mainly for entertainment followed by communication and social network-

ing. Hindi content is 0.1 percent of  total content generated online, while countries

like China, Japan, Russia, Poland, Dubai, Saudi Arabia have much higher local lan-

guage content available online.

Hindi language speakers in our country stand at 45-55 crore making Hindi one

of  the most popular language with big market opportunity. To change the matrix,

there is need to increase education content platforms in Hindi language to give users

choices of native language they want to communicate in. There will be an increase in

investments on creating local language advertisements. Besides marketing this may
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help in introducing of technical ed-

ucation in Hindi and native languag-

es to give impetus to youth-led de-

velopment of  the country. This

strategy may help bridge the lan-

guage gap giving rural youth a rea-

sonable chance to contribute to-

wards innovation that may impact

nation with the self-sustained econo-

my, which otherwise lead to outsourc-

ing of talent and raising the econo-

my of  other developed countries.

An expert on the language

learning needs in-depth knowledge

of the culture and language with the

learning operation. Multilingual

scholars to skillfully use the sensi-

bilities of different languages, Indi-

an English writers have inherent lim-

itations that despite their extreme

commitment to the language inevi-

tably add indifference to their ef-

forts. Since English does not share

the syntex or idioms of Indian lan-

guages, has generally avoided inter-

acting with these languages. Many

Indian compositions are expected to

prove incomplete interpretations of

Indian experiences. While learning

and speaking in foreign languages

richness of our own language is com-

promised. Being monolithic, English

language can be considered a major

shortage of ideological leaders be-

cause their lacking may limit their

vision, make them indifferent to the

cultural sensibilities of  others.

The written literature of India

is around three thousand years.

Many languages and dialects have

given expression and tone to the

nation for millennia. In contrast, the

Indian memory of English literature

goes back some two hundred years.

English is the awarding language and

Hindi could not establish at Inter-

national literary award like noble

prize of literature. Rabindra Nath

Tagore became India’s first noble

laureate only after his creations were

translated in English. Even national

awards like, ‘Sahitya Akadami’ and

‘Jnanpeeth’ awards included English

as one of the awarding language for

literature in the year 1960 and 2018

respectively.

Youth of  modern society be-

lieves that English is only the lan-

guage for communication of knowl-

edge with sources of science and lit-

erature and is universally accepted

language. Talking and interacting in

Hindi mixed with English is consid-

ered cool while during official use

of Hindi, using correct Hindi be-

comes a subject to be laughed at.

Today most of  the Indian youth are

inclined towards reading Hindi lit-

erature. More likely uses hindi at so-

cial media, more interestingly watch-

es TV Programmes in hindi and hin-

di cinema is the preferred source of

their entertainment.

Indian cinema has its tremen-

dous contribution and has driven

Hindi to the status of widely used

language. The phenomenal contri-

bution of Hindi films in populariz-

ing Hindi language among second

and third generation of Indian ori-

gin people settled outside India. Hindi

cinema has also played a stellar role

in entering non- Hindi speaking

states of  India. Work of  Hindi writ-

ers and poets have generated curi-

osity among non-Hindi people to

learn Hindi. It is time when the con-

tribution of one of the big Indian

film industry of world is making

Hindi popular, respected and rec-

ognized all over the World.

Learning in native language is

increasingly important to keep con-

nection with ancestors, culture and

heritage, which make immigrants

struggling fit in other communities,

feel as though they have some form

of home. It is important to teach

them, how important it is to foster

diversity and how valuable culture

is to enriching our society not only

to connect and communicate but

also to cultivate understanding and

to appreciate the history of our own

ancestors and our upbringing. Peo-

ple who have grown up in an envi-

ronment where they are exposed to

regional language and national lan-

guage have balanced education and

social development simultaneously

teaching them to accept and be

proud of their heritage.

In addition, there is a paradigm

shift in the domain of  pedagogy, a

drift from traditional to modern ap-

proach to teaching and learning pro-

cess of the document, has a vision to

transform education at par with ad-

vanced educational system. The na-

tional education policy-2020 strength-

ens the accountability of teaching

along with education stamina and vi-

sionary leadership among students to

cherish the goals of modern India.

The new education policy will

initiate the learning and thinking with

comeback of forgotten cultural val-

ues and moral judgements in the

gimmick of westernization. One can

find personal connection with their

learning which harness itself for

culture and education, thus foster a

positive relationship with the edu-

cation system which was not possi-

ble with Rot learning introduced by

Macaulay education system.

National Education Policy-

2020 marks the end of Macaulay-

ism from Indian education system

while returning back to our transcen-

dent vedic education system of

Nalanda and Takshshilla and regain-

ing the ancient glory of education

which enlightened the whole world

to the path of Salvation for so many

centuries, unlocking the doors of

knowledge.       qq

The author is Assoc. Prof. Chemistry, Govt. Meera

Girls College, Udaipur

Continues……

EducationEducationEducationEducationEducation
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Bitcoin: Over view & devastative impact
on economy

Bitcoin is a crypto

currency which was

created in 2009.

Crypto currencies

are not legal

tender yet Bitcoin

has triggered the

launch of other

virtual coins,

Altcoins.

Vinod Johri

OPINIONOPINIONOPINIONOPINIONOPINION

Bitcoin is a crypto currency was created in 2009 by mysterious and pseudony-

mous man alias Satoshi Nakamoto. Transactions are made without middle men

& banking channels and operated by a decentralized authority from user to user

on the peer-to-peer bitcoin network.

There are no physical bitcoins. Bitcoins are not issued or backed by any

banks or governments, nor are individual bitcoins valuable as a commodity. Crypto

currencies are not legal tender yet Bitcoin has triggered the launch of  hundreds of

other virtual currencies collectively referred to as Altcoins.

This digital currency is recorded in a public distributed ledger called

a blockchain. Bitcoins are created as a reward for a process known as mining.

They can be exchanged for other currencies, products, and services. University

of Cambridge  research of 2017 estimates 2.9 to 5.8 million unique users using a

crypto currency wallet.   Crypto currency has been traded between $5000 (Rs. 3.6

Lakh) to $40,000 (Rs. 29 Lakh) over past year. According to credible informa-

tion, there are 7 million Indians holding crypto assets of over $ 1 billion.

Network nodes can validate transactions, add them to their copy of the

ledger and then broadcast these ledger additions to other nodes. To achieve inde-

pendent verification of the chain of ownership each network node stores its own

copy of  the blockchain. At varying intervals of  time averaging to every 10 min-

utes, a new group of accepted transactions, called a block, is created, added to

the blockchain, and quickly published to all nodes, without requiring central over-

sight. This allows bitcoin software to determine when a particular bitcoin was

spent, which is needed to prevent double-spending.   Blockchain is the only place

that bitcoins can be said to exist in the form of unspent outputs of  transactions.
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Bitcoin has been criticized for

its use in illegal transactions, the

large amount of electricity used by

miners, price volatility, and thefts

from exchanges. Some economists,

including several Nobel laureates,

have characterized it as a specula-

tive bubble at various times. Bit-

coin has also been used as an in-

vestment, although several regula-

tory agencies have issued investor

alerts about bitcoin.

The US Financial Crimes

Enforcement Network (FinCEN)

established regulatory guidelines

for “decentralized virtual curren-

cies” such as bitcoin, classifying

American bitcoin miners who sell

their generated bitcoins as Money

Service Businesses (MSBs), that are

subject to registration or other le-

gal obligations. In May 2013, US

authorities seized accounts associ-

ated with Mt. Gox after discover-

ing several irregularities. On 23 June

2013, the first time a government

agency had seized bitcoin.   

Throughout the rest of the

first half  of  2018, bitcoin’s price

fluctuated between $11,480 and

$5,848. On 1 July 2018, bitcoin’s

price was $6,343.  The price on 1

January 2019 was $3,747, down

72% for 2018 and down 81%

since the all-time high.

Bitcoin prices were negative-

ly affected by several hacks or

thefts from crypto currency ex-

changes, including thefts

from Coincheck in January

2018, Bithumb in June, and Ban-

cor in July. For the first six months

of 2018, $761 million worth of

crypto currencies was reported sto-

len from exchanges.  Bitcoin’s price

was affected even though other

crypto currencies were stolen at

Coinrail and Bancor as investors

worried about the security of cryp-

to currency exchanges.  

There are more than 400 cryp-

to-currencies in Bitcoin network

throughout the world with $ tril-

lions of market cap without any

S.No Name Symbol Market Cap Price Circulating Supply Volume (24h)

1 Bitcoin BTC $572,317,795,983 $30,785.83 18,590,300 BTC $101,349,980,528

2 Ethereum ETH $111,341,524,422 $975.73 114,111,373 ETH $76,767,388,340

3 Tether USDT $21,331,228,576 $1.00 21,329,136,250 USDT $165,842,851,027

4 XRP XRP $10,479,887,585 $0.230814 45,404,028,640 XRP  $5,986,811,461

5 Litecoin LTC $10,034,103,569 $151.48 66,238,280 LTC $18,753,502,304

6 Polkadot DOT $8,396,454,655 $9.36 896,608,387 DOT  $3,604,537,899

7 Bitcoin Cash BCH $7,509,068,033 $403.69 18,600,863 BCH $8,339,275,588

8 Cardano ADA $6,600,126,645 $0.212138 31,112,484,646 ADA $3,391,647,941

9 Binance Coin BNB $5,639,785,336 $39.05 144,406,561 BNB  $974,981,863

10 Chainlink LINK $5,313,459,741 $13.30 399,509,556 LINK  $3,369,766,466

11 USD Coin USDC $4,252,613,313 $0.999671 4,254,010,930 USDC  $2,344,612,929

12 Wrapped Bitcoin WBTC $3,542,646,242 $30,616.35 115,711 WBTC  $367,473,257

13 Bitcoin SV BSV $3,100,591,689 $166.56 18,615,745 BSV $1,065,920,307

14 Stellar XLM $2,965,358,725 $0.135314 21,914,609,929 XLM  $1,028,154,422

15 EOS EOS $2,588,768,489 $2.76 939,182,840 EOS  $5,711,111,751

16 Monero XMR $2,404,793,308 $135.07 17,804,047 XMR $1,358,240,719

17 TRON TRX $2,035,887,851 $0.028411 71,659,657,369 TRX  $2,332,259,372

18 THETA THETA $1,935,700,800 $1.94 1,000,000,000 THETA  $216,447,287

19 NEM XEM $1,740,044,573 $0.193338 8,999,999,999 XEM  $167,204,149

20 Tezos XTZ $1,623,892,118 $2.15 755,678,559 XTZ  $408,823,675

security, identified exchange run-

ning Cryptocurrencies. Few details

of leading Cryptocurrencies are

given table.

Disadvantages

There are disadvantages asso-

ciated with using Bitcoin -

1. Bitcoins acceptance is

very low - Bitcoins are not recog-

nized as valid currency. Most in-

vestors have no faith in bitcoins for

being highly volatile. Governments

shall not recognize it as legal tender.

2. Wallets are not secured

– Any technical disruption,

hard drive crash, virus attack or

data corruption may perma-

nently lose bitcoins. It can’t be

recovered.

3. Fluctuating currency -

The value of Bitcoins is highly vol-

atile according to demand.

4. No Buyer Protection –

The investors and buyers are not

protected and transactions are not

reversible.

OpinionOpinionOpinionOpinionOpinion
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5. Risk of  Unknown Tech-

nical Flaws – Since crypto cur-

rency is very complex technology

driven mechanism,  technology

errors, faults, mischief, fraud, fail-

ure, breakdown, crash etc. can de-

stroy the financial worth of buy-

ers or investor and highly enrich the

exploiter. Bitcoin is vulnerable to

theft through phishing, scamming

and hacking. As of  Decem-

ber 2017, around 980,000 bitcoins

have been stolen from crypto cur-

rency exchanges.

6. Built in Deflation - Since

each bitcoin will be valued higher

with each passing day, the question

of when to spend becomes im-

portant. This might cause spend-

ing surges which will cause the Bit-

coin economy to fluctuate very

rapidly and unpredictably.

7. No Physical Form - Bit-

coins do not have a physical form,

it cannot be used in physical stores.

It would always have to be con-

verted to other currencies. Huge risk

is involved in investing in bitcoins.

8. No Valuation Guarantee

- Since there is no central authority

governing Bitcoins, no one can

guarantee its minimum valuation.

If a large group of merchants de-

cide to “dump” Bitcoins and leave

the system, its valuation will de-

crease greatly which will immensely

hurt investors .

9. Crime Concerns - Virtual

currency and crime are closely con-

nected and untraceable financial

transactions facilitate crime. Drug

trafficking, prostitution, terrorism,

money laundering, tax evasion, and

other illegal and subversive activi-

ties benefit from the ability to

move money in untraceable ways.

It has been widely asserted that the

popularity of bitcoins facilitated

purchase of  illegal goods. Nobel-

prize winning economist Joseph

Stiglitz says that bitcoin’s anonym-

ity encourages money laundering

and other crimes. The investors

have voiced concerns that bitcoin

is a Ponzi scheme vulnerable to

fraudulent activities.

Carbon footprint of bitcoins

Non-virtual side of Bitcoin

mining in the form of  energy con-

sumption has not been given at-

tention. One Bitcoin transaction

would generate CO2 equivalent to

706765 swipes of VISA card. Bit-

coin’s annual energy consumption

is estimated at around 77.8 Terra-

wat-Hours, up from 9.6 Terrawat-

Hours in 2017. It is estimated that

half  of  world’s Bitcoin mining ca-

pacity is situated in South West

China where power is cheap, less

taxed, and supplied by coal fired

plants as well as hydro electricity.

Media campaign for crypto-

currency

Frequently, the newspapers,

youtube channels etc. carry differ-

ent stories about marketing of bit-

coins. About two months before

Union budget 2021, fake news of

Government taxing Bitcoin trans-

actions at 18% appeared in media

frequently, creating a narrative that

Govt of India is proposing to give

some legal sanctity. It proved to-

tally false.

Recently, Chennai bound

news reveals Tesla’s announcement

of buying bitcoins worth $1.5 bil-

lion and it might accept Bitcoin as

payment option. One Mumbai

based Bitcoin exchange WazirX is

highlighting that it is getting huge

deposits up by 300% after Tesla’s

decision. WazirX and another ex-

change CoinSwitch Kuber are pro-

moting Bitcoin business in India.

UNOCOIN, another exchange is

showing new registrations everyday.

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey & US

businessman Shawn Corey Carter

are teaming up to form BTrust, an

endowment to fund bitcoin devel-

opment in India and Africa.

Bharat sarkar is bringing

Cryptocurrency and Regulation of

Official digital Currency Bill 2021

in Parliament. It seeks to prohibit

bitcoins with criminal punishment.

It has sent bitcoin operators into tiz-

zy. The crypto investors in Bharat

may be looking to move their as-

sets elsewhere. The investors in Chi-

na, Europe, US may be interested

in countrywide sell off of crypto

assets at depressed prices. Many In-

dian cryptocurrency exchanges have

subsidiaries abroad and in case of

probable ban, the investors may

move to outside platforms.

There is one more aspect that

Cryptocurrency and Regulation of

Official digital Currency Bill 2021

should have robust legal provisions

which may stand test of  judiciary.

Crypto dealers claim that crypto

assets are not private, therefore, if

Govt bans private cryptocurrency,

they can continue. Since Courts may

intervene, the unambiguous law

without any grey area will certainly

and effectively put the legislation

into implementation. The foremost

requirement is unequivocal defini-

tion of  cryptocurrency.

The fundamental issue is that

any unofficial currency running

parallel to official currency of a

country will certainly cripple the

economy of the country and par-

alyze the Central banking system.

The official digital currency of our

country will certainly keep us con-

nected & synchronized with glo-

bal revolution in blockchain tech-

nology and digital currencies with

better results for our economy. qq

OpinionOpinionOpinionOpinionOpinion
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Reconstructing Identity and Situating Themselves in History

A Preliminary Note on the Meenas of Jaipur-IV

Tribal Legends

point towards

Rajput state

formation which

succeeded the

tribal chiefdoms

and transfer of

power from tribes

to state-society.

Prof. Nandini

Sinha Kapur

Meenas claimed proprietorship over the

kingdom through the control of  the forts.

They also demanded the restoration of

the symbols of ‘royalty’. They narrate that

in the beginning of Kachwaha intrusion,

the Meenas presented the Rajput state with

a charter of demands, including restora-

tion of courtly symbols, such as nakaras

(beating drums to make royal announce-

ments), chatras (royal umbrella), pataka (a

resounding clap), palki (palanquin; sedan

chair), chhari (sceptre), and chamar (fly-

whisk), which had been seized by that

Kachwaha.48 This charter also demand-

ed that neither the Meena kingdoms (Raje)

be passed away without their permission

nor jagirs be distributed without their consent. What is clearly evident from the

above account is that the Meenas adopted the concept of ‘kingdom’ and courtly

standards from the local Rajput state while the concept of jagirs (estates created

by the state and distributed to chiefs) seems to have been influenced by the polit-

ical systems of  Rajput and Mughal States. In fact, some of  the tribal songs are

known to have been influenced by the advent of the Mughals or the British in

Rajasthan. For instance, the Bhils of  Mewar invoke the deities and pray for the

victory of the Maharanas (the Rajput rulers of Mewar) against the purbia raja (the

kings from the east), implying the onslaught of either the Mughals or the British in

Rajasthan. “(Thus, popular sayings and archaeological and historical sources point

towards Meena chiefdoms (much less organized than kingdoms) and not formal-

ly organized kingdoms on the pattern of state system.

The number of  52 forts with 56 gates is more formulaic than actual. How-

ever, reference to forts and gates mean that the strong holds or fortified places

along with the hill passes were controlled by the Meena chiefs in the Jaipur region.

Cunningham’s report also testifies to the above fact for Nain was evidently situat-

ed within the gorge of a mountain torrent (Aravalis) near the bed of a small and

partly dry river, with broken hillocks and ravines at the mouth of the gorge What

remained at the archaeological site of  Nain at the time of  Cunningham’s visit

were parts of dilapidated roofless walls and fortifications, the so called palace of

the Meena ‘kings’ of Nain. The fact is that the Kachwaha state never recognized

the Meena chiefs as equivalent to the rest of  the Rajput chiefs. And that the Mee-

nas were always organized into chiefdoms is also evident from the 12 estates of
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A study of the Meenas of Eastern Rajasthan clearly proves the

importance of  oral traditions as sources of history in reconstructing

identity movement among a major tribal social group of 

the Meena chiefs listed by their fa-

mous bard, Govind Ram Rana of

village Bhoniawala (district Jaipur).

Magnification of small chief-

tainships into ancient kingdoms

was once again appropriation of

the state system to highlight one’s

political importance in the locality.

Similarly, monopoly, over jagir is

claimed as a part of imagining

oneself as equivalent to the Rajput

chiefs of the Kachwaha state. Al-

though it is assumed that the state

settled some of the Meena chiefs

as zamindar (conferred localities

on those who kept the line of

combat open) much after they

were suppressed militarily, they

were actually confirmed in their

own settlements.

The final aspect that we will

consider in this section is againa

demand listed in the famous char-

ter of  the twelfth century./ The

Meenas are stated to have asked

for monopoly in the following ar-

eas of  state services: army, treasury,

armoury and accounts of  income

and expenditure.

The fact is that the Meena

chiefs had been utilized by the

Kachwaha state in areas of securi-

ty guarding the royal treasury and

the palace. Not only does Tod

mention these Meena functionar-

ies, but even as recent as the mid-

twentieth-century Meenas had been

serving the royal court and house-

hold in these areas. Besides, their

importance in the control of stra-

tegic routes and passes is also evi-

dent from the fact that Ghatarani

(queen of the Passes) has been one

of  their chief  deities.

Hence, Meenas appropriated

those areas of state administration

in which they had been utilized. It

is indeed interesting that Chand-

kavi, the court bard of Kachwaha

state in his Koormavilâsa (history
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and genealogy of  the Kachwaha

dynasty of Jaipur, composed be-

tween 1854 and 1857. portrays the

Meenas in a derogatory fashion.

The work eulogizes Kachwaha

prince Kokila, who defeated the

drunken Meenas and constructed

forts in their territory at Macheri,

Khoh and Main (Nain?). Chand-

kavi associates the Bargujars of

Dausa with DholaRae, but never

mentions the Meenas in his con-

text. Such royal response in the

mid-nineteenth century was pos-

sibly a reaction to the emerging

Meena traditions.

The fact that all the Meenas

of Jaipur locality were not actually

displaced and pushed into the in-

teriors is evident from the location

of the 12 pals (settlements of the

Meena chiefs) in the heart of erst-

while Jaipur state. They are mostly

concentrated in the Jamua Ram-

garh tahsil.  qq
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SJM opposes disinvestment in
PSUs, urges Govt to reconsider

The Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM), which pitches

for swadeshi or indigenous production, has strongly

opposed the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s

proposals on disinvestment in PSUs, privatization of

banks and increasing FDI limits in the insurance sector.

‘’The announcement of carrying out disinvest-

ment of BPCL, Air India, Shipping Corporation of

India, Container Corporation of India, Pawan Hans,

Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML), manufactur-

er of rolling stock for Metro is a cause of major

concern. The government should reconsider this de-

cision,’’ said SJM National Co-Convenor Dr Ashwani

Mahajan. He stated that the announcement of priva-

tisation of public sector banks and an insurance com-

pany is also worrying.

‘’It would be better that instead of doing a stra-

tegic investment of these undertakings, efforts are

made to improve the performance of  these enter-

prises; and after that only their equity is disinvested in

the market. The strategic disinvestment of the enter-

prises created by taxpayers’ money is not right. Sale

through equity route would be a far better and trans-

parent option, after improving their performance,’’

said Dr Mahajan.

On the other hand, raising the FDI limit in the

insurance sector from 49% at present to 74% is also

worrisome as increasing foreign dominance in the fi-

nancial sector is not a prudent step. ‘’This increases

foreign dominance over the financial resources of the

country and impacts the development of the coun-

try,’’ noted Dr Mahajan.

SJM, however, has congratulated the FM for

presenting a budget, which will help revive the econ-

omy impacted by the worst pandemic of  the century.

‘’Despite a Fiscal Deficit of 6.8 percent next year, we

will be able to not only have high growth of  GDP,

but also bring back employment opportunities, ham-

pered during pandemic last year and killed in the last

two decades due to onslaught of  Chinese imports,’’

said Dr Mahajan.
https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/west-bengal-jdu-assures-full-support-to-tmc-in-the-upcoming-poll

Amid Pandemic-Pushed
Slowdown, Uttar Pradesh Climbs

To Second Spot On State GDP List

Yogi Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh has registered

the second-highest Gross State Domestic Product

(GSDP) in India at Rs 19.48 lakh crore.

In the process, the state has surpassed Gujarat,

Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu. The achievement has

come to UP, reflecting economic revival, amid the

Covid-driven economic slowdown.

Yogi Adityanath shared the news on Twitter. He

said that UP has stood second highest in Gross State

Domestic Product (GSDP) despite the slow down

triggered by the pandemic.

The Times of India says it its report:

"Of late, the state has been in the headlines for

leaving an impact at the national level and jumped to

second rank in the ease of doing business and was

declared best performing state in Kisan Samman Ni-

dhi distribution. CM Yogi had on Wednesday an-

nounced in the Assembly that the state government

has received a certificate from the Union government

for benefiting 2.37 crore farmers under Kisan Sam-

man Nidhi Yojana."

Reportedly, data from the state finance depart-

ment has indicated that UP's GSDP in 2020-2021

crossed USD 268 billion mark in the midst of a re-

ceding economy. The state has soared to its position

as second highest after Maharashtra, which has Mum-

bai — India's financial capital.

UP was ranked fifth in 2019-2020 and in 2020-

2021, it jumped three ranks, to swap its position with

Tamil Nadu, which was ranked second in the last fis-

cal and has now dropped to third position — at Rs

19.2 lakh crore. Karnataka is fourth (at Rs 18.03 lakh

crore) and Gujarat is fifth with Rs 17.4 lakh crore.

This report says: The CM also informed the

house that of the MoUs of Rs 4.28 lakh crore inked

during the investors' summit in February 2018, nearly

Rs 3 lakh crore have started at the ground level. State

exports have also increased to 32 per cent in the last

two years."
https://swarajyamag.com/news-brief/yogi-adityanath-led-uttar-pradesh-soars-to-second-largest-position-in-

gsdp-amid-pandemic-pushed-slowdown



36

News

No random sale of family silver:
FM Nirmala Sitharaman

Amid strong opposition from the RSS affiliate

Swadeshi Jagran Manch and opposition parties, Union

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday jus-

tified the proposed disinvestment in public sector

undertakings, saying it was a responsible, transparent

and open process. Sitharaman, who presented the

Union Budget on February 1, said, “Disinvestment is

a very responsible, transparent and open process; not

a random list. It involves a huge process of consulta-

tion before a call is taken about disinvesting. Even

then, the way it has to be disinvested is layered and at

every stage, it is vetted.”

The Finance Minister, after her interaction with

Mumbai’s corporate and business leaders, industrial-

ists and industry associations, further said that the gov-

ernment’s latest disinvestment policy, including the

proposal to privatise two state-run banks is not like

“selling the family silver”, as alleged by the opposi-

tion. She added that the government would work with

the Reserve Bank of  India to execute the bank priva-

tisation plan.

“Family silver should be strengthened; it should

be our taaqat (strength). Because you’ve spread it so

thinly, there are many of  them (public sector undertak-

ings) that are not able to survive; and the few that can

perform, do not get due attention,” noted Sitharaman.

She argued that for the first time, the govern-

ment had devised a clear strategy on divestment so

that taxpayers’ money would be spent wisely. She said

that the government wanted a few public sector en-

terprises in specified sectors to do well.

Sitharaman, who had announced the concept of

a bad bank in the country in her Budget speech, said

that the government had come out with a ‘banks-

driven’ solution, and not a government-driven solu-

tion, to deal with bad assets or disposal of  bad assets.

She clarified that the government had no plan to form

any bank investment company to house government

stakes in banks.

“Banks themselves are agreeing to form some-

thing like a holding company, cull out bank assets and

put them in these companies which will do the job,”

she said. According to Sitharaman, the Reserve Bank

of India was working with banks on the issue.

On the issue of GST compensation, she said the

government was releasing it to the respective states

promptly every Monday. “I personally took note of

the data on which state had to be given compensa-

tion and the amount of  GST compensation,” she said.

On the imposition of Agriculture Infrastructure

and Development Cess (AIDC), Sitharaman said that

it had been done as customs duty was reduced to some

extent. “With this cess, the government will have some

money for funding agricultural infrastructure activities.

Since such infrastructures are built at the state level, the

money collected will go back to states,” she added.

Furthermore, Sitharaman said the finance minis-

try was working on the contentious Financial Resolu-

tion and Deposit Insurance (FRDI) Bill but was not

sure when it would be tabled in the House. The FRDI

Bill seeks to offer a bail-in clause to banks, which many

fear will be detrimental to depositors.
https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/no-random-sale-of-family-silver-fm-nirmala-sitharaman-on-centres-divestment-

strategy

Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM)

welcomes Union Budget

The Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM) has congrat-

ulated the Union Finance Minister for presenting a

budget which will help to ‘revive’ the economy im-

pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Manch has stated that despite a Fiscal Def-

icit of 6.8 per cent projected for next year, the nation

will be able to not only have high growth of GDP

(Gross domestic product), but also bring back em-

ployment opportunities, hampered during the pan-

demic last year and ‘killed’ in the last two decades due

to ‘onslaught’ of  Chinese imports.

“Allocation of  more funds for infrastructure, the

announcement of new infrastructure projects, the ef-

forts for the revival of industries closed due to Chi-

nese imports, an unprecedented increase of 137 per

cent,The Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM) has congrat-

ulated the Union Finance Minister for presenting a
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budget which will help to ‘revive’ the economy im-

pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.n spending on

health, the allocation of additional funds for research

and development are all welcome measures,” the SJM

stated in a release.

The Manch stated that despite being a develop-

ing country, the way in which India has dealt with the

pandemic is exemplary.

“Production Linked Incentives worth Rs 1.97

lakh crore is a major step towards revival of manu-

facturing in the country. A provision of  Rs 20,000

crore for share capital for the establishment of devel-

opment financial institution (DFI) is again an appre-

ciable move,” SJM said

He also welcomed the jump from Rs 4.12 lakh

crore kept in Budget 2020-21 for capital expenditure to

a provision of  Rs 5.45 lakh crore for the coming year.

“Provision of capital expenditure of Rs 1.08 lakh

crore for roads, apart from provision of capital ex-

penditure of Rs 1.07 lakh crore for railways, efforts

for metro, waterways, ports, petroleum and natural

gas are all commendable,” stated Mahajan.

The Manch also expressed concern on raising

the FDI limit in the insurance sector from 49 per cent

at present to 74 per cent. It said it is worrisome as

increasing foreign dominance in the financial sector is

not a prudent step. “The increases foreign dominance

over the financial resources of the country and im-

pacts the development of  the country,” SJM added.
https://www.sentinelassam.com/guwahati-city/swadeshi-jagran-manch-sjm-welcomes-union-budget-523172

Ease path for businesses: Modi

States need to work towards reducing compli-

ance burden for citizens to ensure ease of living and

promote ease of doing business, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi said, while stressing on the impor-

tance of better coordination between the Centre and

the States for the country’s development.

“There are thousands of compliances within the

government that we can remove for the common

man... Now, there is no need to ask people again and

again when there is technology. States should come

forward. I have also said this in the Government of

India and our Cabinet secretary is following this. The

number of  compliances has to be reduced now. This

is also very important for ease of  living,” Mr. Modi

said speaking at the sixth meeting of NITI Aayog

Governing Council.

The meeting was attended by 26 Chief Minis-

ters, three Lieutenant Governors and two adminis-

trators, besides Union Ministers, special invitees and

NITI Aayog officials. Chief  Ministers of  Punjab,

Gujarat, West Bengal and Telangana, however, did

not attend the meeting.

“I want to request two things. Today, we have

got an opportunity in the world and we should try to

grab that opportunity... Globally, for positioning of

India, for India to gain opportunities, ease of doing

business is important. For this, we have to improve

our laws, systems and meet the expectations of the

citizens of  the country... We will have to emphasize

what is necessary for Ease of  Living,” Mr. Modi said.

The Prime Minister added that the foundation

of  the country’s progress is that the Center and the

States work together and move in a definite direction.

Stating that policy framework and better coor-

dination between Centre and States is very important,

the Prime Minister asked the States to take advantage

of  Central schemes like PLI to attract investments.

He pointed out that States have a 40% share in the

National Infrastructure Pipeline and therefore, it is

imperative that States and the Centre synergise their

budgets, make plans, and set priorities.

“We are also seeing how the private sector of

the country is enthusiastically coming forward to par-

ticipate in the country’s development...As the govern-

ment, we also have to honour this enthusiasm and

give them as much opportunity in the Atmanirbhar

Bharat campaign,” he said.

Speaking at a press conference after the meeting,

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Rajiv Kumar said the farm
laws, which have sparked protests across the country,
were not discussed during the day-long meeting.

“I can assure you that no State brought up the
farm laws for discussion. Agriculture was discussed...
but no discussion on the farm laws and that they should
be repealed,” Mr Kumar said, replying to a query.

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant added that
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agriculture issues which were discussed included align-
ing cropping system to agro-climatic conditions at
district level for optimal resource utilization, promot-
ing water conservation, promoting diversification to-
wards nutri-cereals, pulses, horticulture, fisheries and
animal husbandry, food-processing agro-based indus-
try and exports.

During his address, the Prime Minister said agri-
culture offers immense opportunities and that reforms
are very important for farmers to get necessary eco-
nomic resources, better infrastructure and modern
technology. He added that even though Indian is an
agrarian economy, it imports edible oil worth ¹ 65,000-
70,000 crore. “We can stop this. Money can go to our
farmers’ account. Our farmers are entitled to this
money. But we need to plan accordingly for this.”

Mr Kumar added that most chief ministers
emphasised on developmental agenda and timely com-
pletion of  infrastructure projects.

“I don’t honestly recall any specific request for
fiscal assistant etc. Nobody mentioned that... Some States
have requests, for example, Bihar, which is a landlocked

State, wants a special port in Odisha to handle their

cargo. This was backed by Jharkhand. Rajasthan, for

example, wanted the Indira Gandhi Canal to be given

the national status... so, much more development-ori-

ented requests rather than any financial,” he said.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/talent-is-indian-but-product-is-not-says-pm-modi-on-google-at-niti-aayog-

meet/article33886497.ece

India plans new social media

controls after Twitter face-off

New Delhi’s planned “Intermediary Guidelines

and Digital Media Ethics Code” - a copy of which

was seen by Reuters - come as various nations around

the world try to assert tighter control over powerful

Big Tech firms. Facebook faced a global backlash from

publishers and politicians last week after blocking news

feeds in Australia in a dispute with the government

over revenue-sharing.

In India, Twitter ignored orders to remove con-

tent over farmers’ protests, fuelling the zeal of  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s government since 2018 to

tighten regulation for content it deems disinforma-

tion or unlawful.

The latest draft rules - which would be legally

enforcable -say companies should remove content as

early as possible, but not later than 36 hours, after a

government or legal order.

They must also assist in investigations or other

cyber security-related incidents within 72 hours of a

request. Further, if a post depicts an individual in any

sexual act or conduct, then companies must disable

or remove such content within a day of receiving a

complaint, the rules added.

Facebook did not immediately respond to a re-

quest for comment. Twitter, which did not take down

all accounts the government alleged were spreading

lies about the protests over agricultural reforms, de-

clined to comment.

The draft proposal also requires companies to

appoint a chief compliance officer, another executive

for coordinating on law enforcement and a “griev-

ance redressal officer”.

All must be resident Indian citizens.

The Ministry of  Electronics and Information

Technology did not immediately respond to a request

for comment.

It was unclear when the rules would be announced

of  if  they may undergo further changes. Industry sourc-

es say new regulations could hit Big Tech firms’ invest-

ment plans in India and increase compliance headaches.

The rules would also apply across other digital and

online media, the draft proposal said.

“A publisher shall take into consideration India’s

multi-racial and multi-religious context and exercise

due caution and discretion when featuring the activi-

ties, beliefs, practices, or views of any racial or reli-

gious group,” the draft rules said.

Referring to films and other entertainment, includ-

ing web-based serials, the draft rules called for a “classi-

fication rating” to describe content and advise discre-

tion. Streaming platforms such as Netflix and Amazon

Prime have faced complaints in India for obscenity.

Police in the northern state of  Uttar Pradesh ques-

tioned an Amazon executive for nearly four hours on

Tuesday over allegations that a political drama, “Tandav”,

hurt religious sentiments and caused public anger.      qq

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-tech-regulation-idUSKBN2AO201
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